


Fo 





ii ad Dae a ee ee 


wrwyYyYT iy 





a 





Copyright, 1941, by The Sunday School Tine ( Co. 
t 


Che Sunday School 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post office at Philadel 
as second-class matter at the post-office 


iepartment, Ottawa, Canada. 





Jisa. > reo & 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, May 31, 1941 
Volume Eighty -three. No. 22 


von 
$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 


CCNGRE GAs powel 4968 2ARY 





Lesson for June 15 in this issue 





Lesson 11.—Progress in World Missions. 
Acts 13:13 to 14:28; Galatians 3:23-29. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Have Japanese Christians Kept the 
ES atthe wideet owe vscdnenad tess 
The Roman Empire in History, and Today. 
Ill By Dame Christabel Pankhurst, 
LL.B. 
How I Was Delivered from Christian Sci- 
ence. By Peggy Schade 
Blazing the Trail in the American Wilder- 
ness. By Carlos D. Bradley 
International Uniform Lesson . 
The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 


I Bs) 83 645% 0p 505s eeceenens 449 
Christian Fellowship Tour ................ 450 
America’s Increasing Blood Pressure! ..... 452 
Se TD on von kc nkta woenenav doses 452 
Letters from Readers ...........cecee-+---- 453 


Sending the Times to Others. oe ate enewes s 454 


With the New Books ............ . 454 

Scriptures for the Army and Navy ...... 455 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
NS ack ok o's or ic-3n nes eheeones 456 


wg 


Yesterday and Today 


By Gene Farrell 
John 6:26 


ESTERDAY’S prayer was filled with 
rapture sweet. 
Today, alas! His grace I cannot find. 
The heart which bowed and melted at His 
feet 
Is cold and callous, deaf and dumb and 
blind 


Yesterday’s prayer with loud hosannas rang. 

Loath were my lips to cease to speak His 
name. 

Today I have lost the voice that thrilled and 


sang. 
Today I am filled with discontent and 
shame. 


Yesterday’s prayer —can [ its bliss repeat? 
Yesterday’s song — can it be sung today? 
Yesterday’s loaves—shall I their strength 
entreat? 
Is this my goal when I go in to pray? 


Forbid it, Lord, that manna be my aim. 


Not things, but just Thyself, may I adore. 
Thy blessings change, but, Lord, Thou art 


the same 

oes Today and yesterday and evermore! 
es 
es ¢ ve 
sae r 
» + Wholesome Fare 
oe Strong men are fashioned in the 
® ~@ school of hardship. Paul urged Timothy 
“ . to “endure hardness, as a good soldier 
. @ of Jesus Christ.” At a recent SuNDAy 
= ScHooL TIMEs prayer meeting Mr. Wil- 

- 
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liam Gould, Assistant Treasurer of the 
American Stores, a large chain of gro- 
cery stores in the East, gave a vigorous 
personal testimony. It was not hard to 
guess his national background, for it 
might have beer said of him, as of Peter, 
“Thy speech bewrayeth thee.” “We 
North of Ireland boys,” said he, “were 
brought up on oatmeal, the Shorter 
Catechism, and the Psalms of David.” 
Of course this was not all they had to 
eat or read, but the Christian simplicity 
of their early life certainly contributed 
much toward producing strong, brave 
witnesses for Christ. 


yA 


The Reign of Fear in Europe 


Only living faith in God and his 
Word can withstand the shocks of these 
days. Many people are sadly disap- 
pointed. Has Europe really “gone back 
500 years,” as some are saying? The 
sudden resurgence of violence and pa- 
ganism has brought a rude awakening 
to those who had “outgrown” their be- 


Yesterday 


“Ye seek me ... because ye did eat 
of the loaves, and weve filled” (John 
6: 26). 


F THE Devil cannot keep us from 
I prayer, he will strive to defeat us 

in the place of prayer by causing 
us to desire the pleasures that come 
from the hand of God rather than God 
himself. There is no Christian so godly 
that he does not stand in danger \of 
this snare. (John 6:26.) The Scripture, 
“Lovers of pleasure rather than. lovers 
of God,” is not entirely for the World- 
ling. 

After the Lord Jesus fed the multi- 
tudes, they followed him, not because 
of a yearning to know and be near him 
but because they did eat of the loaves 
and were filled. “Ye seek me,” said 
Jesus, “because ye did eat of the loaves, 





This editorial and the accompanying poem 
are both by the same writer, Mr. Gene Farrell 
of Long Beach, Calif. Together they set forth 
the important spiritual truth that God him- 
self is the source of our peace and joy. 


BOGFON MAS 


lief in the existence of Satan and the 
God of the Old Testament. An Amer- 
ican reporter writes for a popular 
weekly: “You feel that the Belgians 
and the French, the Spaniards and even 
the British are afraid of some occult 
spirit, which will suddenly break out 
upon the world and which no one has 
learned to control.” The writer com- 
pares ‘the attitude of these Europeans 
to that which he believed existed in the 
Middle Ages,—‘“a time of spooks, im- 
agined fears, and a future filled with 
vague terror. Many think that before 
there is again peace, the conflict will be 
so great and confused that people will 
merely remember Hitler as the little 
fellow who started it all.” Whatever 
their sufferings in the world struggle 
may be, true Christians do not have to 
“look forward to a future filled with 
vague terror.” Upheld by the blessed 
hope of Christ’s coming, they can say 
with Paul, “Let us, who are of today, 
be sober, putting on the breastplate of 
faith and love; and for an helmet, the 
hope of salvation” (1 Thess. 5:8). 


b 


and Today 


and were filled.” This baring of their 
true purpose in following Christ was 
no doubt a revelation to many of them, 
so spiritually blind were they; but the 
Son of God, through the all-discerning 
eye of the Holy Spirit, uncovered the 
real motive of their sinful hearts. 

Having uncovered their hypocrisy, 
Christ went on to say that they should 
“labour not for the meat which perish- 
eth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life.” And when they 
inquired, “What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God?” Christ 
answered, “This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent.” Seek ye the bread of life? Be- 
hold, “I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shali never hunger; and 
he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” 

This scené is being re-enacted in the 
lives of countless Christians today as 
God is seeking to cause men and women 
to come to him for worship rather than 
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for the things that he gives. We should 


not enter into our prayer chambers pri-~ 


marily to be biessed, but to worship 
God. It is true that as we come humbly 
before him we are abundantly blessed 
many times with joy, but we dare not 
make this the motive of our coming lest 
we seek him for pleasure’s sake rather 
than for himself. It is true that real 
faith will often burst forth with the 
flower of emotion, but this is the result, 
never the cause, of our communion with 
him. Joy, peace, and so on, are the by- 
products of prayer. 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” The 
Christian who keeps one eye on God 
and the other on the fulfillment of this 
promise has woefully missed the mark. 
God is to be put first because he is 
first, not in order that our material needs 
may be met. “A double minded man 
is unstable in all his ways.” The Lord 
“maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust,” and it may be 
that for a season such a man’s needs will 
be met through the kindness of God, 
but the real test of his allegiance to 
the Kingdom of God will come when his 
material possessions fail. Then it will 
be revealed whether he was seeking the 
Lord for happiness’ sake, or for his rec- 
ognition of God’s sovereignty in his life. 

All through life this test may be ap- 
plied, but especially is it applicable in 
our prayer life, for in this we do, our 
greatest work for God. : 

Many times, with spiritual senses 
keenly alert, we emerge from our rooms 
in a state of ecstasy, and “the substance 
and the effect of grace” abides with us 
all through the day. But what of to- 
morrow? When tomorrow becomes to- 
day, the big question is, “Will we seek 
a repetition of yesterday’s bliss? Can 
the song that we sang yesterday be sung 
today? Shall we entreat God for the 
strength of yesterday’s loaves?” If so, 
it is clear to God that we are coming to 
him for his blessings rather than for 
himself; for what he gives rather than 
for what he is; for feelings of joy and 
peace and power rather than for a 
strengthened faith. And it is likely that 
God will deny us the spiritual delicacies 
of yesterday lest we live on a past ex- 
perience rather than a present Reality. 

Trying to live today on yesterday’s ex- 
perience may be likened to the Israelites 
who tried to eat day-old manna. The 
Scripture records that “it bred worms, 
and stank.” The manna had to be gath- 
ered fresh for each day’s eating. Yes- 
terday’s manna would not answer the 
purpose of today’s hunger, neither will 
yesterday’s prayer, yesterday’s joy, yes- 
‘erday’s song, and yesterday’s strength 
tuffice for the need of today. We are 


told to forget “those things which are . 


behind” and to reach forth to “those 
things which are before.” All those who 
have sought to meet today’s needs in 
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yesterday’s strength have found that, 
like the hoarded manna, “it bred worms, 
and stank.” | 

There may be, in the mind and will 
of God, special dispensations made for 
certain days when yesterday’s manna 
will suffice, but these occasions are rare. 

There is a time for prayer and a time 
for work. Some Christians pray when 
they should be working, which brings 
to mind the story of two girls who were 
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running to school. One girl suggested 
that they stop and pray that they. might 
not be late. The other girl advised that 
they keep running, and pray as they 
ran. It is very possible to pray as we 
work, “I have set the Lord always be- 
fore me,” said David. And Paul exhorts 
us to “pray without ceasing.” 

On the other hand, the Christian who 
neglects or shortens his prayer time may 

(Continued on page 442) 
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Have Japanese Christians , 


Kept the Faith? 


As an appreciative reader of Tue Sun- 
pay Scuoo. Times for a number of years, 
I am writing in regard to the articles 
appearing in the magazine Time, under 
date of September 9 and September 30, 
1940, under the department of “Religion.” 
These articles refer to the situation in 
Japan with regard to shrine worship. 
Two observations occur to me: 

1. Modernism (for Kagawa is a product 
of Modernism) does not produce convic- 
tion enough to make martyrs for the 
faith. 

2. Modernism produces such a man as 
the Methodist Bishop Yoshimune Abe, who 
is capable of becoming an instrument of 
pagan Japan in the persecution of: real 
Christians. 

In this connection, I am wondering if 
you have recent information which would 
show whether or not the Fundamental 
Christians of Japan have “kept the faith.” 
—A Colorado reader. 


The articles appearing in Time maga- 
zine referred to by the Colorado reader 
read, in part, as follows: 


Eight years ago, the Japanese Govern- 
ment demanded at Christian schools and 
some individual Christians take part in 
shrine ceremonies. Officially the Govern- 
ment tried to pass this off as a form of 
politeness to depyarted heroes, like D. A. R.- 
ism in the U. S. But Japanese don’t fool 
themselves: Shrine Shinto is a religious 
rite. The Government pressed Japanese 
Catholics and Protestants to join “patriotic” 
ceremonies at Shinto shrines, has been as in- 
sistent about it as Red-fearing U. S. school 
boards are about saluting the flag. 

In Korea Presbyterians have closed their 
schools rather than permit pupils to take 
part in Shrine Shinto. But elsewhere in 
the Japanese Empire both Catholics and 
Protestants, with the sanction of their home 
mission boards, have paid obeisance at the 
shrines — thereby, according to many strict 
believers, taking the first step in apostasy. 
Early Christians chose martyrdom rather 





Next Week 


It has recently been stated that 
the translation of Numbers 12:3, 
“the man Moses was very meek,? is 
incorrect, and that the original 
means he was “vexed.” This prob- 
lem will be discussed in this de- 
partment next week. 











~ than do the same thing: make a token obei- 


sance to the deified emperor of Rome. 

Thus far Japanese Christianity has shown 
little inclination towards martyrdom in 
either the early Christian or hara-kiri tra- 
dition. Significantly silent has been Japan’s 
most famed Christian, myopic Toyohiko 
Kagawa, a Presbyterian convert and 
founder of the Kingdom of God movement, 
who privately deprecates Japanese super- 
nationalism but avoids public condemnation 
of it. When Christian Kagawa visited In- 
dia last year, Mohandas Gandhi took him 
to task for this. Kagawa hinted that to 
speak might lose him his life. 

Said Gandhi: “I would declare my here- 
sies and be shot. . . . I should ask you 
to declare your views against Japan and 
in so doing make Japan live through your 
death. But, for this, inner conviction is 
necessary.” Said Kagawa: “The convic- 
tion is there. But friends have been asking 
me to desist.” Said Gandhi, knowing noth- 
ing of doing nothing except on the advice 
of friends: “Don’t listen to friends when 
the friend inside you says, ‘Do this.’’’— 
Time Hiagazine, Sept. 9, 1940. 

Last week, as the Japanese Govern- 
ment’s undercover campaign to purge Chris- 
tian missions of their foreign elements 
and reduce Christianity to the status’ of 
a minor sect within the Shinto nationalist 
cult progressed, there was further evidence 
that Japanese Christians today have no 
thirst for martyrdom. 

Japan’s No. 1 Christian, Toyohiko Kagawa, 
was released from the prison to which-he 
was hustled last month. Christian Kagawa 
said he would spend the rest of his life 
tending tuberculous Japanese on pine-stud- 
ded, golden-beached Toyoshima, one of the 
“dream islands” of Japan’s Inland Sea. 
Louder than his words was the obvious in- 
ference that, at the behest of Japan’s New 
Order in East Asia, he had abandoned mili- 
tant Christianity for politically innocuous 
social service. 

Methodist Bishop Yoshimune Abe let his 
‘words speak louder than silence. Bishop 
Abe, reported Harold Edward Fey in last 
week’s Christian Century, regularly wor- 
ships at the great imperial shrine of the 
Sun Goddess Amaterasu Omikami at Isé, 
the Mecca of Shintoism, declares that “every 
Japanese should go .. . for it is a holy 
place.” When Bishop Abe was raised to 
the episcopate last October, wrote Mr. Fey, 
“almost his first act was to visit a pagan 
shrine for worship.”—Time Magazine, Sept. 
30, 1940. 

The question raised by the Colorado 
reader as to whether or not Fundamental 
Christians of Japan have failed entirely 
in their loyalty to Christ and his truth 
is a pertinent one. In order that Sun- 
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(Continued on page 453) 
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The Roman Empire in History, and Today * 
By Dame Christabel ron 


From the point of view of well-known historians and 
modern political leaders 
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E best and surest interpreter of 
any Biblical prophecy is the event® 


that fulfills it. 

Even those trustful students of proph- 
ecy, Simeon and Anna, though they were 
heartily agreed upon the major fact 
that the infant Messiah would certainly 
come, may have differed from one an- 
other on some minor details regarding 
events preliminary to his coming. But 
when they saw him that day in the 
Temple, all their previous differences 
on secondary matters of interpretation 
were surely forgotten in their great joy. 

Similarly, we of this present genera- 
tion who seem now to have entered upon 
the time of greatest fulfillment of proph- 
ecy since the first advent, are all of us 
perfectly agreed upon the major truth 
that our Lord Jesus will come again. 
We can well afford to differ peaceably 
upon lesser points, such as whether the 


Roman Empire will or will not be re-. 


vived before his coming. 

The existence and therefore the re- 
vival of the Roman Empire toward the 
close of our age has of course long been 
anticipated by numerous interpreters of 
prophecy on the basis of Daniel’s pre- 
dictions. 


Daniel’s Vision 


The early Christians believed that 
Daniel’s own vision as well as his in- 
terpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
pointed forward to the Roman Empire. 
Even the secular historian, Lord Bryce, 
remarks that the Roman Empire has 
ever been identified with the fourth 
Empire of Daniel’s prophecy, saying: 
“Very early in Christian history had 
the belief formed itself that the Roman 
Empire—as the fourth beast of Dan- 
iel’s vision, as the iron legs and feet 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision — was to be 
the world’s last and universal king- 
dom. From Origen and Jerome down- 
wards, it found unquestioned accept- 
ance, and that not unnaturally. For 
no new power had arisen to extinguish 
the Roman, as the Persian monarchy 
had been blotted out by Alexander, as 
the realms of his successors had fallen 
before the conquering republic itself. 
Every northern conqueror, Goth, Lom- 
bard, Burgundian, had cherished her 
memory and preserved her laws through 
the centuries.” 

The historians, indeed, teach us that 
the Roman Empire, though it declined 
and fell in the fifth century A. D., did 
not utterly perish, but was perpetuated 
by those who had brought about its 


In this third article of her series 
Dame _ Christabel Pankhurst has 
brought together an unusual com- 
pilation of statements concerning the 
Roman Empire. Her conclusion is 
encouraging, turning our thoughts 
to the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The concluding article in 
the series will be published next 
week. 








fall. Gibbon himself makes this fact 
plainly appear in his famous book. 
Assuredly the. greatest authority on 
the Roman Empire’s survival is Lord 
Bryce, statesman, ambassador, and his- 
torian. In his noted work, “The Holy 
Roman Empire,” Bryce traces the history 


‘of the Roman Empire from its foun- 


dation by Julius Czsar and his succes- 
sor Augustus, to its rebuilding by Char- 
lemagne, crowned Roman Emperor in 
Rome on Christmas Day, A. D. 800. He 
further traces the history of the Ro- 
man Empire under its German-blooded 
Ceesars, Otto crowned like Charlemagne, 
in Rome in A, D. 961, Barbarossa, Fred- 
erick II who was “the world’s wonder” 
of his day, and the rest of them; onward 
through the Hapsburg headship of the 
at least nominal Roman Empire, to Na- 
poleon’s effort to grasp and invigorate 
the same many-centuries-old Empire. 
The nineteenth century saw what Bryce 
declared’ to be a real restoration and 
continuation of the Roman Empire was 
in the shape of the new German Empire 
formed in 1871 under the Kaiser (or 
Cesar) who, according to Bryce, then 
became the successor of the Roman 
Cesars of antiquity. 


“The Magic of the Name of Rome” 


There have, indeed, been many di- 
verse claimants to the Roman Imperial 
heritage and we are concisely reminded 
by the Encyclopedia Britannica in its 
article on Empire, that the Russian Czars 
and the Turkish Sultans have alike 
claimed, in principle at any rate, to 
be true successors and heirs to the East- 
ern Roman Emperors and thus to the 
whole Roman realm. “The magic of the 
name of Rome is one of the most curious 
things in history,” as says Dean Inge! 

In this our own modern day, definite 
calls for the revival of the Roman Em- 
pire have been heard from at least three 
directions. 

From Italy to begin with! A twen- 
tieth century revival of the Roman 
Empire was first definitely proposed in 


Italy by the Fascist leader. A modern 
Roman Empire, founded by Italy upon 
the Mediterranean and centered in 
Rome, would be a replica of the ancient 
Roman Empire. 

The inspiration of Italy comes today 
from her imperial past. Her emblem, 
the fasces, recalled that past. The aim 
of Italy’s home and colonial policy is 
avowedly the restoration of the Roman 
Empire of old. The Italian Duce’s for- 
eign policy has the same goal —the re- 
vival of the Roman Empire — though he 
has pursued it by varying paths. When 
first in power, he sought by diplomatic 
means to gather into one bloc all the 
nations formerly within the ancient Ro- 
man boundary. Later this policy was 
replaced by that of the Axis. 


A Look into the Past 


Secondly, a revival of the Roman Em- 
pire has been mooted, in rather differ- 
ent terms, in Germany. A well-known 
Englishman has drawn attention to this 
in a letter to the London Times, in 
which he quoted words of the German 
leader spoken September 12, 1938, as 
follows: 

“The Holy Roman Empire begins to 
breathe again . . . I had the insignia 
of the old Reich brought to Nuremberg 
in order to induce not only my own 
nation, but the whole world to consider 
that one thousand years before the dis- 
covery of a new world, a mighty Ger- 
manic Reich existed. . . . The German 
Reich has slumbered for a long time 

. the German people have now awak- 
ened and taken their 1,000-year-old 
crown to themselves.” 

As a commentary on this, the writer 
of the letter remarked that “in the Holy 
Roman Empire of Charlemagne was 
incorporated the territory which now 
comprises France, Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland, most of Germany, a portion 
of northern Spain, Bohemia, Dalmatia, 
Istria, and northern Italy.” 

But the two Axis leaders are not the 
only ones to look backward to the Ro- 
man Empire in its past phases to find a 
model fer the new world order which 
all nations are now saying needs to be 
established. 

Recently a British political leader 
publicly urged that the ancient Roman 
Empire gave to the world the greatest 
degree of unity and the completest and 
longest time of peace it has ever known, 
and he declared the modern need for the 
“moral unity once embodied in the Ro- 
man Empire.” Ceesar, we are called to 
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notice by a modern writer 1 whose book 
has been widely read in England, was 
the first founder of Europe, and within 
his vast Empire there was one rule, one 
peace, one administration, one army, one 
currency, one economic area, one cul- 
ture, and, for the most part, one speech ! 
Only when it fell, did there begin the 
division of the Empire into peoples, 
nations, and states, which have been too 
often in bitter conflict in the ensuing 
centuries. 

This writer has called for the forma- 
tion of Pan-Europa, a United States of 
Europe, as the modern successor of the 
Roman Empire. Turkey, he argues, 
should be the link between this modern 
Roman Empire and large parts of West- 
ern Asia, including Palestine. 

“The evolution of order out of chaos 
in a wrecked world”? was the “partial 
accomplishment of Imperial Rome,” we 
have been bidden to notice, in view of 
a later world wreckage — wreckage of 
our modern civilization, which is “reared 
on the imperishable Roman founda- 
tions.” When nearly two thousand years 
ago “the crash came, one man of ex- 
traordinary genius, Julius Cesar, had 
not only foreseen it, but taken measures 
for meeting it.” Thereafter, “the shat- 
tered” and “disintegrated fabric of civi- 
lization” was reconstructed, “peace, 
stability, and solvency” were restored 
to a world “out of joint.” Peace above 
all was “secured.” Within “the iron 
ring” of the Roman frontiers, “peace was 
profound . . . the Empire, in a famous 
phrase, was peace. ... It was the Pax 
Romana .. . but it was also the peace 
of the whole world.” The greatest minds 
then thought the world problem solved. 
“Virgil, the prophet of and poet of Im- 
perial Rome, looked forward as well as 
backward; ... the Rome of the future, 
as he conceived it ... was to be more 
than an empire, it was to be a religion, 
an incarnation, one might almost say, 
of the divine control and purpose 
throughout the ages.” To be the one 
native land of all the peoples of the 
world was, according to the elder Pliny, 
the mission of Rome. Such is the argu- 
ment used by certain thinkers for a 
modern revival of the Roman Empire. 

The ancients rejoiced in the safety, 
prosperity, and peace in the world unity 
already given and, as they believed, to 
be increasingly and lastingly given by 
the Roman Empire. Yet all that achieve- 
ment and that hope collapsed. 

. A surer foundation and a better super- 
structure are needed! 

They will be provided when the King- 
dom of God shall come on earth, through 
tthe reappearing of the divine King! 

In view of what has been thought 
and written by many prophetic students, 
it is assuredly of interest that various 
present-day policies, emanating from 


21Count Coudenhove-Kalergi. - 
2“The Lesson of Imperial Rome,” by J. W. 
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different camps in the world of nations, 
should contemplate a revival of the Ro- 
man Empire. 

Yet however preliminary events de- 
velop, the great divine event is sure: 
the Lord Jesus Christ will verily return. 
He first came to earth when the Roman 
Empire was young, and time will show 
whether it will revive before he comes 
again, as he surely will, to establish his 
own greater, more lasting realm of peace, 
of true freedom, of righteousness, of very 
Heaven upon this earth. That supreme 
truth of prophesied future history brings 
into accord all of us who love his ap- 
pearing. 
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As to some other prophecies, still ur- 
fulfilled, we must, after all, just wait 
to see exactly how they will be ful- 
filled, and in the present rapid speed of 
events we may not have to wait so very 
long. 

And as we reverently wait, our Chris- 
tian privilege is, while we proclaim the 
twofold good news of cross and crown, 
to pray the Father in Heaven to make 
his will prevail on earth, to invoke the 
outpouring in mercy upon all flesh of 
the Holy Spirit and to call to our Lord: 
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


(To be concluded) 
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invitation and found rest in him 








How | Was Delivered from Christian Science 
The personal testimony of one who accepted Christ's 


By Peggy Schade 














“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). 


ABORING under a burden of sin; 

heavy laden with the things of the 
world, and saturated with a false teach- 
ing, I accepted this blessed invitation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ on May 20, 
1932, in my room in New York City. 
At the foot of the cross on that spring 
midnight, I found not only the promised 
rest, but also a new peace and joy such 
as only a loving and merciful Saviour 
can give. 

With other members of ‘the family, I 
was attending church and Sunday school 
regularly, when an acquaintance intro- 
duced Christian Science into our home 
as the only solution for all problems, — 
mental and physical. -Being a studious 
young person, and one who was ever 
ready to start out on a new adventure, 
I began to explore the teachings of this 
new religious “system,” and before very 
long had made great progress in learn- 
ing its strange language. 

A Christian Science practitioner as- 
sured me that all of my problems could 
be “worked out”; that they were only 
“false beliefs” anyhow; and that, since 
I already was “God’s perfect child,” I 
possessed all things and need not ask 
God for anything. 

In such a state of perfection, according 
to the teachings of this cult, but com- 
pletely contrary to God’s Word, — “For 
all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23),—I con- 
tinued to follow this system of works 
for more than ten years, earnestly trying 
to do all that I was taught and told, — 
“deny” this; “know” that; “declare” 
something else. Thus day by day I 
drifted farther and farther away from 
the doctrines of the Bible. My mind 
gradually became such a storehouse for 


portions of text from “Science and 
Health” instead of passages of Scrip- 
ture, that most of the truths I had 
learned practically passed into oblivion. 
Even the Lord’s Prayer and the Twenty- 
third Psalm had to be relearned with 
an interpretation (?) by Mrs. Eddy. 

Since the Bible needs to be inter- 
preted, according to Mrs. Eddy, it should 
never be read without being accom- 
panied by “Science and Health with Key 
to the Scriptures,” in order that the 
Scriptures may be unlocked and made 
plain. It is a well-known fact that a 
key both locks and unlocks, and you 
may well believe that the Bible not only 
became a locked book to me, but my de- 
sire to read it lessened with each pass- 
ing day. Sunday after Sunday, I heard 
passages of Scripture read with “their 
correlative passages from our denomi- 
national textbook (that is, “Science and 
Health”) in the Christian Science church 
into whose membership I had then been 
received. Even after I left that church, I 
continued to study that weékly lesson, 
but Mrs. Eddy’s so-called interpretations 
of Scripture seemed like a whole bunch 
of keys, more and more to lock Bible 
truths to my understanding. Could such 
a condition be wondered at when I had 
thrown myself so wholeheartedly into 
the study of such a hypnotic system? 
A statement like the following, found 
on page 545 of “Science and Health,” 
shows plainly Mrs. Eddy’s utter disregard 
for God’s Word: “Outside of Christian 
Science all is vague ... the opposite 
of Truth.” This is contrary to 2 Peter 
1:21: “For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the. Holy Ghost.” 

For me there was no prayer life. 





1 References in this article to “Science and 
Health” relate to the 1916 edition. 
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Christian Science does not teach prayer 
as the Lord Jesus prayed and taught 
his disciples to pray. Such statements 
as: “Desire is prayer” (p. 1), and, “The 
danger from prayer is that it may lead 
us into temptation” (p. 7) which may 
be found in the chapter on prayer in 
“Science and Health,” show conclusively 
that its author never knew the meaning 
of prayer—that blessed time of com- 
munion with a loving Father. 

I knew no loving Heavenly Father to 
whom I could go and tell the things 
that burdened my heart, because God, 
as defined in Christian Science, is merely 


‘a “principle,” and how can anyone pray 


to a principle? No Christian Scientist 
ever kneeled in prayer with me to peti- 
tion a loving Father for anything on my 
behalf, or for anyone else. 

I knew no precious Saviour, who shed 
his blood for me on Calvary’s cross, and 
in whose name he tells us repeatedly in 
the Bible to ask his Father for the sup- 
ply of our spiritual and temporal needs. 
Furthermore, to ask anything in Jesus’ 
name is entirely foreign to the teach- 
ings of Christian Science. According 
to their textbook, Jesus is only an “idea 
of God” (p. 29), not the Son of God, 
as we read in John 20:31, “Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God.” Not alone does 
Mrs. Eddy deny that Jesus is the Son 
of God, but she also denies that he is 
the Christ. Note this in “Miscellaneous 
Writings” (p. 84, 1917 edition), “Jesus is 
not the Christ.” Well, God says that 
Mrs. Eddy is a liar and that her teach- 
ing is a lie. Read his condemnation of 
such a teaching in 1 John 2:22: “Who 
is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus 
is the Christ? He is antichrist, that 
denieth the Father and the Son.” 

Is it at all surprising that under the 
influence of such a Satanic teaching I 
did not even know how to pray when 
I was saved? Is it any wonder that 
with a mind filled with such false and 
contradictory statements I had drifted 
so far away from God and his pre- 
cious Word, and that I was in a desperate 
state of mind when Jesus Christ found 
me? Trying to make myself believe 
delusions and lies that Christian Science 
teaches, I was physically, as well as 
mentally sick. I was sinking deeper and 
deeper into sin, but since I was taught, 
“There is no sin” (“Science and Health,” 
p. 447), there was no limit to the depths 
into which I might sink. With only a 
“principle” to deal with, I could not 
have asked forgiveness, even if I did 
realize my sinful state. I learned from 
God’s Word: “If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us” (1 John 1:10). 

These are only a few of the many 
delusions and lies that Christian Science 
had injected into my mind as it caught 
me in its web of subtle and Satanic 
teaching. How I do thank and praise 
God that he heard my cry for mercy 
and forgiveness on that midnight nine 
years ago! I shall never cease to praise 
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the blessed Saviour who, by his precious 
blood, washed my black heart “whiter 
than snow.” Praise God that every ves- 
tige of the accursed teaching of Eddy- 
ism was that night forever cleansed out 
of my heart and life. 

Since that night, when I became a 
“new creature” in Christ, my Father has 
marvelously answered prayer, and has 
delivered other members of my family, 
as well as many friends and acquaint- 
ances, from the darkness of the false 
teaching of Christian Science, and has 
brought them into the light of the 
blessed Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I pray that God may use this humble 


4at 


testimony to open the eyes of others 
who may now be caught in the snare 
of this awful teaching, or who are in- 
clined to be lukewarm toward it. Re- 
member, there is nothing to do but 
accept Jesus Christ as your personal 
Saviour and receive the gift of eternal 
life (John 3:16). Everything was done 
by the Lord Jesus when he shed his 
precious blood on Calvary’s cross for the 
redemption of the world from sin. He 
then said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). 
You can safely rest in the finished work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:24, 25). 
What a wonderful Saviour! 


Apany, N. Y. 








Taking the Gospel to “ the man 
farthest back” 








Blazing the Trail in the American Wilderness 


By Carlos D. Bradley 














Y CAR had just crossed the summit 
of the third mountain pass of seven 
thousand feet altitude and was now roll- 
ing down the canyon beside a rushing 
mountain stream. I soon arrived at the 
settlement, which consisted of a scatter- 
ing of tents, cabins, and Forest Service 
buildings; for this was the department’s 
outpost, the “jumping off” place on the 
edge of the great primitive area. The 
place is a pitifully small evidence of 
man’s industry amid a gigantic upthrust 
of canyon wall and mountain side. 

I sought the substantial cabin,—a 
long, rambling structure of pine logs, — 
of the oldest settler, and was soon con- 
versing with him and his son. The high 
measure of intelligence, evidenced by 
shelves of books and magazines, sur- 
prised me. On the wall was a university 
“sheepskin,” with the faded signature of 
Cardinal Gibbons on the corner. 

Thirty-six years ago this man, now 
old and infirm, .brought his wife and 
babe in over a long trail from the out- 
side. The last forty miles was made by 
pack horse. The quest had been for 
gold, some of which they found. They 
built the cabin and stayed. Their ex- 
periences through the long years would 
furnish plenty of material for a book. 

But the thing that gripped me was 
the impoverishment of their souls; for 
the nearest church had never been closer 
than eighty-five miles. “There has never 
been a religious service in this district. 
No clergyman has ever visited us,” 
stated the bent old man, in a hard voice. 
“We've invited them, but they never 
came!” What had these courageous 
pioneers done that they should thus be 
penalized? While I zestfully ate delicious 
muffin cakes and drank rich milk, the 
aged man talked slowly, going back over 
the years. I spoke of God, and the 
friendship of his Son, so much needed 
by all of us. “I was reared in the Meth- 


odist Church, but,—TI’ve drifted a long 
way from it,” added the broken man. 
Then we read from the Word and 
prayed. As we said good-by, a Gospel 
of John and copies of THe Sunpay 
ScHoo.t Trmes were laid on the table. 

This is a picture of the situations, with 
variations, that the missionaries of the 
Northwest Mountain Mission frequently 
find in the almost limitless mountaitis 
and canyons of Idaho. Here, it is said, 
exists the last and largest compara- 
tively unexplored area of wilderness in 
the United States. Dangerous rivers 
rush through hundreds of miles of wild 
canyon, in places a mile deep! Yet, 
the region is sparsely inhabited by a 
worth-while people who, after a fashion, 
get along without the church and with- 
out Christ. Said a man to one of our 
missionaries last summer: “We have 
lived in these mountains for fifty years 
without a missionary. Why should we 
be visited now?” 

Six weeks were required for one census- 
taker to visit the twenty-five families of 
one area, in the course of which saddle 
horses and skis were the only means of 
transportation. Some hames are found 
on little bench-like areas in the sides 
of the canyons, and can be reached only 
after long climbs over steep, narrow trails. . 
All supplies and building material must 
be carried over these trails on the backs 
of horses. 

Of course, there are auto roads run- 
ning through the mountains; yet there 
are many who do not live on the roads, 
which often are little more than pack 
trails. But even along the roads there 
are many homes, though scattered, that 
are never visited by messengers of the 
Lord. As a rule the children have no 
Sunday school to attend. Absence of 
religious literature is common. The Bible 
is a comparatively unknown book. 

The extent to which organized Chris- 
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tianity has neglected these people is 
amazing. Almost one hundred per cent 
are industrious, performing labor that 
must be done where they are, such as 
that pertaining to the livestock business, 
mining, forest service, and lumbering. 


Many interesting experiences come to © 


our missionaries. Last autumn two of 
them put in several weeks in the for- 
bidding “Seven Devils Range,” one of 
the most inaccessible districts to be 
found in the West. Often, as they would 
ride into camp, the mountaineers were 
startled to learn they were missionaries. 
After ranging north and south among 
the lofty peaks, finding here and there, 
isolated miners, prospectors, and stock- 
men, distributing literature, both hand- 
ing out the Word and teaching its truths, 
they descended into the depths of the 
great Snake River gorge, probably the 
deepest in the world. They rowed across 
the river, swimming the horses behind 
the boat, in order to reach a group of 
miners. They found them stranded 
without food, other than wild meat, upon 
which they had subsisted for a week. 
Four days were spent there, sharing 
with them their food supply and lend- 
ing their horses for a trip out for grub. 
Daily Bible study was conducted, from 
which the Way of Life was shown. 
Though not one of the men then ac- 
cepted the Lord, it is reasonable to ex- 
pect that profound impressions were 
made, which in time may result in one 
or more of them accepting Christ as 
their Saviour. In another section of 
the mountains the missionaries slowly 
and laboriously climbed to the summit 
of a lofty peak where one of the many 
national forest lookout stations is lo- 
cated. There, after an hour of dealing 
with the young man in charge, their 
hearts were warmed by the man’s simple 
acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

Thus the good work goes on. The 
past season rolled up a record of more 
than ten thousand miles traveled — it 
is a land of great distances—and the 
conversion of twenty-three souls. Vast 
unevangelized areas beckon from almost 
every direction. Here in America we 
are taking the Gospel “to the regions 
beyond.” Almost invariably our min- 
istry is courteously, sometimes eagerly, 
received. Invitations to return are com- 
mon, 

The Northwest Mountain Mission, with 
its undenominational ministry, began 
early in 1936. God has wondrously 
blessed the undertaking. The objective 
is to reach the most neglected and iso- 
lated with a vital, Spirit-filled testi- 
mony. Horses and vehicles are used. 
Our motto is “The Gospel to the Man 
Farthest Back.” We have not reached 
him yet. Nevertheless we are pressing 
farther and farther into the wilderness 
with the Message of Life. Beginning 
with one man in 1936, in 1940 we wit- 
nessed a total of six men and two 
women serving on the field for various 
periods of time. Besides these, one other 


FHE SUNBAY SEHOOL F1MES 


did much vital service while support- 
ing himself. Most of these are young 
people, and all serve for the bare cost 
of maintenance. The Mission does not 
draw from the budget of any national 
fellowship, but is financed by freewill 
gifts and contributions of individuals 
and groups. No personal solicitations 
are made, but dependence is upon the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. Ours 
is truly a faith movement. Did not 
the Master command his disciples to go 
“to every creature”? And, who knows 
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but what there are those among the 
great mountain ranges who are needed 
to complete His Body? 

We fervently thank God for the scores 
of prayer helpers distributed from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic, and some in for- 
eign lands. Prayer, and more prayer, 
is needed, if we are to increase our staff 
so that our ministry may be extended 
in wider reaches of needy territory yet 
waiting. . Further information will be 
gladly supplied. “ur headquarters are 
at McCall, Idaho. 











— Yesterday and Today 


An editorial, continued from the second page 
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find himself destitute today because of 
yesterday's failure to heed God’s com- 
mand: “Enter into thy closet...” The 
Israelite who sought to gather manna 
on the Sabbath could find it nowhere 
until the following morning; and so God 
may allow us a day of spiritual desti- 
tution in prayer that we may learn to 
follow his instructions to the letter. 

Have you never judged your prayer 
life on the basis of your emotional ex- 
perience rather than on your implicit 
confidence in the character of God? 
Have ‘you never discovered yourself, 
sponge-like, seeking to be filled rather 
than coming to the Water of Life who 
alone can fill? “That I may know him, 
... and the fellowship of his sufferings” 
was Paul’s prayer. How many are 
there who seek him in order that 
they might have “the fellowship of 
his sufferings’? How many realize 
that if they. neglect or shorten prayer 
today other lives will be seriously im- 
poverished? How many come into the 
place of prayer to be made “conformable 
unto his death”? “I die daily,” said Paul. 
He brought his body into subjection 
lest by any means, when he had 
preached to others, he himself should be 
a castaway. 

We are not called to be sponges, but 
streams of blessing, not to become 
“beautifully rounded grapes, but that 
God may squeeze the sweetness from 
our lives,” broken bread and poured-out 
wine to a starving, thirsting humanity 
that needs prayer. The holy mount must 
be followed by the sinful mart, and God 
often follows yesterday’s ecstasy with 
today’s barrenness that we may learn 
to worship him and not an emotional 
experience. A repetition of -yesterday’s 
sweet rapture may, from his standpoint, 
be hitter today, for it may cause us to 
walk by sight and not by faith, to be- 
lieve in changeable feelings rather than 
the changeless God. 

Let us enter our prayer rooms, then, 
not only to be filled but to fulfill his 
purpose for our lives. The joyful Chris- 


tian is the ministering Christian. The 
Lord Jesus Christ had meat to eat that 
the disciples knew nothing about. It 
was the imperishable meat, good from 
day to day. He said, “My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work.” May God never say 
of us, as we read in Isaiah, “And he saw 
that there was no man, and wondered 
that there was no intercessor”; and in 
Ezekiel, “I sought for a man among 
them, that should make up the hedge, 
and stand in the gap before me for the 
land, that I should not destroy it: but 
I found none.” 

After he had fed the multitude the 
people said to the Lord Jesus, “Lord, 
evermore give us this bread”; but when 
Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life,” 
they murmured; and when he told them 
to eat of his flesh and drink of his blood, 
“many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more’ with him” (John 6:66). 

A great multitude of Christians will 
pray just so long as God’s material bless- 
ings are forthcoming. They partake 
gladly of the loaves that came from his 
hand, but when they are exercised to 
eat and drink of himself (just himself, 
nothing more), many go back and walk 
no more with him in the place of inter- 
cession and worship. “I am the bread 
of life,” he declared. He wants us to 
partake of himself alone —his attributes 
(love, holiness, sovereignty, omnipo- 
tence, omniscience, omnipresence, ma- 
jesty, glory, compassion, long-suffering, 
grace, and so on) —for these things, un- 
like his material blessings, are as’ un- 
alterable as the eternal ages; yea, these 
are the fount and source of all blessing, 
the fact that produces the feeling, the 
cause that is responsible for the result, 
the reality out of which the experience 
is born. 

Rooted and grounded in these facts, 
our faith grows until God is an ever- 
present Reality; and God will shake our 
lives until the things that can be shaken 
are removed, and nothing remains but 
an implicit confidence in his immutable 
character. 
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LESSON 11. JUNE 15. PROGRESS IN WORLD MISSIONS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 13:13 to 14:28, Galatians 3: 23-29, 
printed text, Acts 13: 44-52, Galatians 3 : 26-29 


Golden Text.—For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.—Gal. 3:26 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 13:44-52; 
Gal. 3:26-29 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts’ 13:44 And the next sabbath day came almost the whole 
city together to hear the word of God. 

45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled 
with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken 
by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was 
necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken 
to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 

47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set 
thee to, be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth. 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and 
glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed. \ 

49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the 
region. 

50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, 
and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against 
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 

51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and 
came unto Iconium. 

52 And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
Ghost. ‘ 

Gal. 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. 

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are ail one in 
Christ Jesus. 

29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
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Acts 13:44 And the next sabbath almost the whole city was 
gathered together to hear the word of ‘God. 45 But when 
the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, and 
contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul, and 2 blas- 
phemed. 46 And Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, 
It was necessary that the word of God should first be spoken 
to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn’ to the Gentiles. 47 For 
so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, 

*I have set thee for a light of the Gentiles, 

That thou shouldest be for salvation unto the uttermost part 

of the earth. 

48 And as the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified 
the word of !'God: and as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was spread abroad 
throughout all the region. 50 But the Jews urged on the devout 
women of honorable estate, and the chief men of the city, and 
stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and cast 
them out of their borders. 51 But they shook off the dust of their 
feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 52 And the disciples 
were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 


Gal. 3:26 For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did 
put on Christ. 28 There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there 
can be neither bond nor free, there can be no male and female; 
for ye all are one manin Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye are Christ's, 
then are ye Abraham’s seed, heirs according to promise. 

1Many ancient authorities read the Lord. *Or, railed. 

SIga. 49:6. ‘ 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- © 


according to the promise. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

S THE work of evangelizing the 
A Gentiles developed, under the 

nurturing hand of God, and more 
and more of these once-despised idol- 
aters were brought to the knowledge of 
Christ and into the fellowship of the 
church, the latent antagonism between 
those of Jewish extraction and their 
brethren from the nations threatened to 
become stronger, and so to hinder the 
work in a marked degree. From the 
first, Paul insisted on the “no differ- 
ence” doctrine which he develops in 
Romans (3:9, 22; 10:12) and in Galatians 
(3:28, 29) and also in Ephesians (2:11- 
16). This was the message of recon- 
ciliation (2 Cor. 5:19) which he pro- 
claimed everywhere to Jew and Gentile 
alike. His great sermon preached in 
the synagogue of Antioch in Pisidia is 
a wonderful epitome of the message he 
carried to nation after nation, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ (vs. 16-41). Do 
not pass it over because it is not in 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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the printed lesson. It should have very 
careful consideration, setting forth God’s 
way whereby guilty sinners may not 
only find forgiveness, but justification 
from all things. The opposition of the 
unsaved Jews to this truth was of such 
a violent character that Paul and Barna- 
bas had left the synagogue and turned, 
for the time, wholly to the heathen, bas- 
ing their action on direct Scripture, 
from Isaiah 49:6. But although many of 
the Gentiles received the message in 
faith and confessed Christ with glad- 
ness, the opposition so increased that the 
apostles moved on to Iconium. It is 
fitting to link with this historical record 
a doctrinal statement from the Epistle 
to the Galatians, as that letter was oc- 
casioned by an effort’ in later days to 
corrupt this testimony by mixing Juda- 
ism with Christianity. 


The Historical Setting 


Returning to the continent of Asia 
after the Cyprus campaign, Paul and 


Barnabas moved on from Perga in Pam-. 


phylia to the Pisidian Antioch, where 
they first found an open door in the 
Jewish synagogue, until the Jews who 
refused to believe the Gospel stirred up 


an ineipient riot, as a result of which 
they separated the converts and con- 
tinued preaching to the Gentiles. The 
time, A. D. 45. 


Verse by Verse 

Verse 44—“The next sabbath day.” 
On the previous Sabbath Paul preached 
to the Jews, and as word got about of 
the strange new message, representatives 
of both the Jews and Gentiles thronged 
the synagogue on the second Sabbath. 

Verse 45—“They were filled with 
envy.” Instead of rejoicing that their 
Gentile neighbors were eager to hear 
the glad tidings concerning their Mes- 
siah and the grace of the God of Israel, 
the Jews were moved with jealous 
hatred and took occasion to rail upon 
the preachers and the message they pro- 
claimed. 


Verse 46.—“Ye ... judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life.” Little did 
these Jews realize that they thus pro- 
claimed their own unworthiness, but 
whenever men treat the grace of God 
with contumely, théy really decide 
against their own salvation. Because 
of this attitude on the part of the Jews, 
Paul declared, “Lo, we turn to the Gen- 
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tiles.” It was unthinkable that a dog- 
in-the-manger attitude on the part of 
these men of the synagogue should hin- 
der the going forth of the Good News 
to others who needed it so badly. 


Verse 47.—“I have set thee to be a 
light of the Gentiles.” This was the 
promise of God the Father to his Son 
in view of his rejection by Israel. The 
time had now come to insist upon the 
call of the nations, that they might 
know him who was appointed of Jehovah 
to “be for salvation unto the ends of 
the earth.” No national or religious 
prejudices must be permitted to dam up 
the stream of the grace of God now 
flowing for the blessing of all nations. 


Verse 48.—“As many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed.” That is, as 
many as were determined for life eter- 
nal. All are ordained to eternal life 
who take the place of repentance before 
God. Hearing the message, they believe 
and are saved. 


Verse 49:'—“The word of the Lord was 
published throughout all the region.” 
Several small countries came together 
in this region, but all were included in 
the broad term “Galatia.” Throughout 
all the countryside the message was 
carried and many were brought to know 
Christ as Saviour. 


Verse 50.—“‘The Jews stirred up the 
devout and honourable women.” Women 
are generally strongly partisan. These 
good women were persuaded by the 
Jews that the doctrine of the apostles 
was a dangerous heresy; so they ear- 
nestly opposed it. In many mission 
lands today the strongest opposition 
comes from the women, who, not under- 
standing the new message, fear it may 
be destructive of family peace. So strong 
were their opponents that the apostles 
were expelled from the city of Antioch 
and its coasts. 


Verse 51—“They shook off the dust 
of their feet against them,” as taught 
by the Lord himself when he was on 
earth (Matt. 10:14), and moved on to 
the city of Iconium. 


Verse 52.—“The disciples were filled 
with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.” 
Persecution cannot destroy the joy of 
the Lord, or quench the power of the 
indwelling Comforter. 

Gal. 3:26.—“Children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus.” The Authorized Ver- 
sion gives “children,” where the Revised 
Version gives “sons.” This is correct. 
It means that all believers now are rec- 
ognized by God as his sons, and heirs, 
jointly with Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:17). 
We are children by new birth, but sons 
by adoption. 

Verse 27.—“Have put.on Christ.” Those 
who are united to Christ (of which bap- 
tism is the outward sign) are now 
clothed in him. We are identified with 
him before God. By the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit we are made members of 
the body of Christ and of that new cre- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 Nerth 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. June 15.—Progress in World Missions. 
Acts 13:13 to 14:28; Galatians 3:28-29 

12. June 22.—First Jerusalem Conference 

on World Missions. 

Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2 

13. June 29.—Lessons from the Early 
GIO... cneacwre bcnaes 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 

Third Quarter 
1. (14) July 6—The Gospel is Taken 


into Europe .......... Acts 15:36 to 18:21 
2. (15) July 13.—Christianity Expands in 
pS SRE ee os Fe aes - Acts 19:1 to 21:17 


3. (16) July 20.—The Responsibility of 
the Church Regarding Beverage 
Alcohol. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Titus 2:1-8 
4. (17) July 27.—The Holy Spirit In- 
spires New Testament Letters. Gal- 
atians 1:11, 12; 1 Thessalonians 2: 
13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 3:14- 
16; Jude 3 
5. (18) August 3.—Paul Preaches Faith 
in Christ ..Romans 3:21-31; 5:1, 2; 
Galatians 3:1-29 
6. (19) August 10.—James Teaches Con- 
sistent Christian Living. 
The Epistle of James 








ation of which he, the risen Lord, is the 
Head. 

Verse 28.—*All one in Christ Jesus.” 
All national and racial distinctions dis- 
appear in this new creation. No longer 
are we viewed as Jews or Gentiles, 
slaves or free, male or female, but all 
are one in him who has redeemed us to 
God in his own blood. 

Verse 29.—“If ye be Christ’s, then are 
ye Abraham’s seed.” All who are of 
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham 
(Gal. 3:9). He ig the father of both a 
natural and a spiritual seed. It is the 
spiritual seed who are really heirs of 
the promise. 


A Lesson Outline 
Gopv’s Provision ror Man’s NEep 
Acts 13: 16-41 
God’s ways with Israel (vs. 16-22) 
The promised Saviour (vs. 23-25) 
The Saviour rejected (vs. 26-29) 
The risen Christ (vs. 30, 31) 
The promise confirmed (vs. 32-37) 
Forgiveness in his name (v. 38) 
Justification from all things (v. 30) 
Warning of judgment if grace is spurned 
(vs. 40, 41) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Naturally we are all selfish and con- 
cerned about our own fancied impor- 
tance and our personal. recognition by 
others. Even in things religious we like 
to feel that we are the favorites of 
Providence and that others are of less 
importance in the divine economy than 
we and our group. It is the grace of 
God that delivers from all of this and 
makes us to know no man after the 
flesh (2 Cor. 5:16), but to see in all, 
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sinners like ourselves, for whom Christ 
died, and who have the same ‘title as 
we to the knowledge of his redemption. 
It is this conflict between man’s limita- 
tions and God’s boundless grace that we 
see as we study the early days of Chris- 
tian missions. And even after nineteen 
centuries of Gospel preaching, we have 
need still to be reminded that all are 
on the same level before God as help- 
less sinners, and for all the same sal- 
vation has been provided. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Calling of the Gentiles Foreseen. 
In Isaiah 49, from which Paul quoted, 
we have a remarkable prophecy of 
Christ’s rejection by Israel and the call- 
ing of the Gentiles. In verse 4 Messiah 
says, “I have laboured in vain, I have 
spent my strength for nought.” That is, 
so far as Israel is concerned, but he 
leaves all with Jehovah, and declares, 
“Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall 
I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord.” 
For he has said unto him, “It is a light 
thing that thou shouldest be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of Israel: I will 
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be my salvation unto 
the end of the earth.” It was to this 
Scripture that Paul directed the atten- 
tion of the envious Jews at Antioch, who 
were so angry when they saw the way 
the Greeks thronged to hear the Gospel. 


Applications and Summaries 


We do not know why John Mark left 
Paul and Barnabas at Perga, but we 
know Paul disapproved of it (Acts 15: 
37, 38). However, in later years the 
younger man made good and had Paul’s 
hearty commendation (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 
4:11). 


It is good to know that an early mis- 
take need not mar one’s whole life. God 
is very gracious and is always ready to 
forgive and to recognize a renewed pur- 
pose to glorify him. 

Do not confound Antioch in Pisidia, 
with Antioch in Syria, the city from 
which Barnabas and Saul started out 
on their first missionary journey. 

When God forgives a sinner he not 
only pardons all the past, but he gives 
him a new standing in grace as one 
completely justified. 

Justification is not a state or condition 
of soul. It is the sentence of the judge 
in favor of the prisoner. 


Religious bigotry is always hurtful 
and detestable. Do we look upon all 
men with love and a desire to share our 
blessings with them, or are we so oc- 
cupied with our own views that we ig- 
nore others? 


Of old the Jews were prejudiced 
against other nations. Today many na- 
tions are prejudiced against the Jews. 
But the Christian is called to honor all 
men, and to seek to help all. 


CHICAGO. 
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Lesson for June 15 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and search: character. They 
are written by three mem of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


OW is the sequence of Acts 13:44, 45 
often repeated today? 
2. What angered the Jews at Anti- 
och in Pisidia? 
3. On what Scriptural ground did Paul 
justify turning to the Gentiles? 


4. Whom did God set to be a light unto 
the Gentiles? 

5. What made Paul and Barnabas so bold? 
(v. 46.) 

6. Who “were filled with joy, and with 
the Holy Ghost’’? 


7. Through what means did Paul and Bar- 
nabas accomplish results for the Lord? 


8. What double blessing did Paul proclaim 
for all who believe the Gospel? 


9. What is the outstanding theme of Gala- 
tians? 

10. Would the Golden Text indicate uni- 
versal salvation? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 448 of this issue. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Miserable Trio.—Filled with envy, 
... contradicting and blaspheming ‘Acts 
13:45). Envying. “Argufying.” Blasphem- 
ing. What a hateful trilogy! When an 
individual or a people come to this com- 
bination, like spoiled food they are good 
for nothing but the garbage can — with 
the lid on! However, when the chem- 
ist gets done with the contents of the 
garbage can he hands us charming 
aniline colors, fine flavors, and pleasant 
perfumes. All new creations. Our great 


. “Chemist” is in his laboratory all the 


time! (2 Cor. 5:17; Rev. 21:5.) The 


process of this Chemist is called by him’ 


the New Birth. (John 3:3.) 

Old Devil Envy has been a murderer 
from the garden éf Eden days all down 
the centuries. Do you remember how 
in the old horse-and-buggy and hickory- 
stick days on Fridays we used to “speak 
pieces”? A favorite was Mark Antony’s 
address over the dead body of Cesar. 

When we spoke the lines: “Look! in 
this place ran Cassius’ dagger through: 
See what a rent the envious Casca 
made,” we tried to put all the meanness 
possible in that word “envious.” Some 
fellows used to grit their teeth for a 
more hateful expression. 

As for the chronic “argufier,” is there 
ever a more intolerable bore and 
nuisance? You would not like to take 
one with you on a ’round the world trip 
and hope to preserve your Christian 
fortitude, and perhaps your sanity. The 


“argufier” is the one who tells you it , 


can’t be done. 
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Paul and eompany apparently were 
being told their work and energy were 
going for nothing. Would never get to 
Coatesville! And when the missioners 
said, “All things are possible with God,” 
the blasphemers no doubt cried in the 
language of the day, “Oh, rats, you make 
us laugh!” But in spite of this unholy 
triumvirate Paul crossed into Europe 
and 3,000 miles of sea, and here we are, 
many thousands, this very day taking a 
good look at this miserable Trio and 
giving each and all a wide berth! 


The Church Women.—The Jews stir- 
red up the devout and honourable 
women, and raised persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas (v. 50). This 
very day, as I write, an organization 
in Philadelphia, of which I am a mem- 
ber, has been discussing our annual din- 
ner. I suggested that if we wanted to 
be sure of the men we should invite 
the women. We find the world knew 
the importance and the influence of 
women 2,000 years ago. They also knew 
women were easily “fooled.” Now be- 
fore you waste postage in taking me 
to task for a misstatement, suppose you 
look around a little. Note the kind of 
men sO many women marry. Women 
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Those born once /, 
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who would not buy a dog or a canary 
without finding out all possible about 
dog and bird tie up for life to men about 
whom they know little or nothing. 

The Devil is a master workman, and 
he knew the best way to run Paul and 
Barnabas out of town was to put the 
“E. A. B.” (Envying. Argufying. Blas- 
pheming. V. 45) up to propagandizing 
the D. and H. women. 

When the women get after you, you 
will do as Paul and Barnabas did, shake 
off the dust and “light out,” after an 
Old Testament model. 

His name was Elijah. I can see him 
now breaking the speed record on his 
juniper tree run after Mrs. Ahab, who 
was neither devout nor honorable, had 
sent him one of her un-love “letters”! 
(1 Kings 19: 1-3.) 

Church folks have found if they want 
things done we must interest the devout 
and honorable women. For example: 
Who runs the Red Cross? It was Miss 
Clara Barton in an early day and Miss 
Mabel Boardman in this day. 

At the instigation (stirring up) of the 
Jews the devout and honorable women 
may have had a hand in chasing Paul 
and Barnabas out of Antioch, but years 
later the devout and honorable women 
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all over the world were (are) standing 
most loyally by the very Gospel Paul 
and Barnabas were putting into the 
world. 


“Mr. Ridgway” or “Room 1742.”—For 
as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ. . .-. 
Ye are all one in Christ (Gal. 3:27, 28). 
“Put on” is a favorite phrase with the 
writers of the Scriptures. We are judged 
by what we put on, whether it be our 
clothes, our manners, our behavior. 
When we are clothed with (put on) 
Christ’s righteousness, we have the 
Christ mind, the Christ manners, the 
Christ behavior. 

We start the day with the song singing 
in our heart “Christ liveth in me.” As 
Paul puts it, “Ye are ... one in Christ,” 
doing the kind things Christ himself 
would do. And he came to save the 
world (John 3:17; 12:47). , 

I am writing this note in my room at 
the Governor Clinton Hotel in New 
York in the late fall of 1939. Some 
weeks ago the insurance company, of 
which I have been an officer for many 
years, had our agents here at the hotel. 
We celebrated our hundredth anniver- 
sary by giving these agents a free trip 
to the World’s Fair. 

I am an inveterate tract distributor. 
It is one of my ways of serving my Lord. 
The tracts are my own preachments. 

As I came into the hotel restaurant to- 
night the head waitress met me with 
a welcoming smile as she said, “Why, 
how-do-you-do, Mr. Ridgway! Glad to 
see you again!” “What!” I exclaimed, 
“you don’t mean to say you remember 
me out of all that bunch we had here 
weeks ago!” “Sure I do, and the de- 
lightful little book you gave me.” (“Un- 
der the Ether Cone.”) 

You see, my giving this head waitress 
the Gospel message had changed me 
from “just another customer who came 
in to eat,” to “Mr. Ridgway, glad to see 
you again.” -To one young lady I am 
“Mr. Ridgway,” even if to the office and 
bellboys and chambermaids I am only 
“Room 1742.” If you get the idea. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


From the Platform 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that the way of salvation is 
open to all who will put their trust in thy 
dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. We thank 
thee that when there are those who would 
oppose thee, that thou hast allowed thy 
servants to scatter, and thus spread the Gospel 
into far-flung borders, reaching many needy 
souls in isolated places. We thank thee that 
thou dost hear thy children when they call 


‘upon thee. The Christian life calls for cour- 


age and a determination of purpose. May we 
as thy children not swerve from that purpose. 
Help us, we pray thee, in love and with great 
patience, to seek out those who are unsaved, 
and to proclaim boldly, though tactfully, to 


them the way of life, that they may become ~ 


one in Christ Jesus. We ask this with 
thanksgiving in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Have you ever 
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wondered why God permitted his faith- 
ful servants in the early years of the 
Christian church to be persecuted? Why 
did Paul and Barnabas turn from the 
Jews to the Gentiles with the message 
of salvation? For these two disciples 
the way was not made easy. When they 
preached to the Gentiles, many of the 
Jews opposed them, and expelled them 
out of their coasts. But were they dis- 
couraged? No. They were filled with 
joy, and with the Holy Ghost, and we 
are told in Acts 13:49 that the word of 
the Lord was published throughout all 
the region. God’s plan was for the 
spread of the Gospel unto the ends of 
the earth. Those of every nation shall 
be welcome to him. ‘The Gentiles were 
glad when they heard from Paul and 
Barnabas that they could have com- 
munion with God, no longer bound by 
the Jewish law as they had been for- 
merly, but through grace (God’s un- 
merited favor), they could have the 
benefits of salvation by believing on thé 
Lord Jesus Christ. Have you and I been 
faithful in telling others about our Sav- 
iour? Are we helping to make known 
to those about us the love that our Lord 
has for the sinner? Let us boldly, but 
lovingly, tell someone about him during 
this coming week, and we, too, as Paul 
and Barnabas, shall have the joy of hav- 
ing proclaimed the Good News of sal- 
vation to at least one needy soul. Let 
us pray. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leafiet ex- 
laining the conditions of this. department. The 
ull list cf lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be se - 
os editors, which might otherwise - 
able. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large mumber of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Ark the Skeptic Stumbled Over. 
—They ... spake against those things 
which were spoken by Paul, contradict- 
ing and blaspheming (Acts 13:45). A 
choice example of the “knowledge” of 
the Bible possessed by skeptics has been 
related. One such skeptic was at a din- 
ner and sat next to a Bible teacher, who 
engaged him in conversation, and opened 
to him the subject of faith in Christ. 
The skeptic said he had once been a 
reader of the Bible, but that he had 
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grown disgusted with its errors, and no 
longer had any use for it. The Chris- 
tian asked to know the definite things 
that so impressed him, and received the 
following answer: “When I began to 
read the Bible, I came across the story 
of Noah and the ark. I am a lumber- 
man, and it interested me. I began to 
figure out its dimensions and how many 
feet of lumber went into it. I was as- 
tonished and impressed at its size. But 
a few days later, I opened the Bible 
again, and saw that the Levites took the 
ark on their shoulders and carried it 
around in the wilderness. Such foolish- 
ness made me angry, and I have never 
looked inside the book again.”—From 
Young People’s Full Gospel Quarterly. 
Seni by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 


Another Light in a Dark Street.—I 
have set thee to be a light (v. 47). The 
Christian Herald (London) tells of a 
poor woman who had been saved and 
went home with a joy she had never 
known before. Some time afterward 
she testified to her thankfulness to God 
and said she must leave the street where 
so much evil surrounded her. The min- 
ister looked at her for a moment and 
said: “What would you think of the 
Town Council if they took all the lights 
out of the mean and dirty streets, and 
set them up only in the well-to-do 
neighborhoods?” The woman saw the 
point. Shortly afterward the minister 
met her and said, “Well, Mrs. Smith, 
how are things going now?” With a 
smile she answered, “Oh, very nicely; 
and there is another light in the street 
now.”—Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


His Way of “Preaching.”—And the 
word of the Lord was published 
throughout all the region (v. 49). A 
young Mexican named Lazarus, on be- 
coming a Christian, wanted to preach, 
but was not permitted to do so because 
he could neither read nor write. “I 
know what I can do,” said Lazarus, “I 
can sell Bibles.” So he secured a white 
mule, made two large packages of 
Bibles, and set off with them across the 
mountains to a hill-town, where no one 
had ever seen a Bible. Tying his mule 
in the market place he opened his pack 
and spread out his Bibles, putting a 
large volume with gilt edges on top. 
An important man of the town, attracted 
by the gilt, bought the Bible and took 
it home with him, saying, “I can’t read 
it, but my: children can read it to me.” 
Read it to him they did, and the pres- 
ence of that Bible in the house resulted 
in the entire family becoming Chris- 
tians.—From “Follow On” (Baptist pub- 
lication). Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


Persecution’s Blessing.—But the Jews 
. . raised persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas (v. 50). The Rev. Ignazio 
Rivera, Baptist minister in Florence, 
Italy, tells of a Christian friend of his 
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who, while reading the Bible to a group 
of men, was seized and thrown into 
prison along with those who had been 
listening to him. Calmly they went into 
the prison cell, sat down, and continued 
their service where they had stopped. 
God used persecution to spread his Word 
and to prove the mettle of his followers. 
—Sent by Miss Mabel K. Beeker, New- 
port, Ky. 


An Obstacle Removed.—The Jews... 
expelled them out of their coasts (v. 
50). The story is told of a well-known 
Welsh preacher who went to deliver the 
address at the funeral of a pious and 
venerable village. minister in South 
Wales. Hundreds of miners assembled 
in silence around the grave, and these 
were the first words that fell upon their 
ears: “My brethren, the greatest ob- 
stacle on your road to hell has been re- 
moved.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


When Bibles Took the Place of 
Weapons.—For ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus (Gal. 3:28). A Nigerian mission- 
ary arrived at a Communion service in 
which four towns were combining, 
and heard an African addressing the 
crowded church in a preparatory meet- 
ing as follows: “I cannot tell you the 
gladness that is in my heart today. As 
I walked along the path with the other 
members from my town I saw that each 
man held in his hand his Testament and 
his hymnbook. No man carried a cutlass 
or a gun. No man walked with fear; 
every man with faith in you. And yet 
it is but four years ago that no man from 
my town would have walked through 
your town without a cutlass in his hand, 
and even then he would not have walked 
alone. Nor would any man from your 
town have come unarmed through ours. 


What is the reason for this difference? 


At that time we worshiped the same 
gods as you did. Today we worship the 
same God as you do, but the God we 
worship ‘today is a God of peace. We 
have learned that he is our Father, and 
that we are brothers.”—From Bishop of 
Croydon, in “What Is This Christianity?” 
Sent by H. C. Mateer, Charlton Station, 
Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


A’ Miracle That Couldn’t Be Denied. 
—Ye are alt the children of God by 
faith. in Christ Jesus (Golden Text). 
Highbrows doubt the miraculous. in 
Christianity, but there are many living 
miracles. “The whole work of the South 
London Mission in Bermondsey is based 
upon the power of Jesus Christ to work 
miracles today,” says the Rev. Ensor 
Walters. An agnostic speaker, address- 
ing a gathering of workingmen, laughed 
at the miraculous element in the Scrip- 
tures. “Has anyone here ever come 
across a miracle?” he sneered. At that 
a burly workingman rose and said, 
“Mates, you knew me when I was a 
drunkard and a blackguard. You know 
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the change wrought in me. Am I a 
miracle?” The great shout of “Yes” 
nonplussed the speaker, who replied, 
“Well, my friend, I suppose you mean 
you have turned over a new leaf?” “No,” 
came the swift reply, “Christ turned it 
over for me.”—From the United Metho- 
dist. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 
ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Bucking the Wind. 


Discussion: Let the fellows who have 
tried seriously to do Christian service 
tell what gave them greatest difficulty 
in it, and how they overcame it. 


Objective: Overcoming (John 16:33). 











AY, fellows, I am living on the shore 

of a beautiful lake, about two and 
a half miles in diameter. This morn- 
ing I am watching a little sailboat—a 
pretty little thing with a white hull and 
a white sail. It is sailing against a 
stiff wind which has whipped the sur- 
face of the lake into whitecaps. As 
the little ship plows steadily forward 
its prow cuts a white foamy pathway 
through the buffeting waves. It does not 
seem to be disturbed by the adverse 
wind or the choppy sea, though it is 
riding almost on its side while the sail 
is billowed far out, apparently at an 


‘angle of 45 degrees. The sailor sits 


nonchalantly in the stern of the boat, 
on the opposite side from the sail, with 
his hand upon the helm. A pair of 
binoculars help me to get a close-up 
view of his expression which gives every 
evidence that he is thoroughly enjoying 
the ride. 

Now, of course, the art of sailing is 
very old, and navigation against the 
wind is no novelty, but it is impres- 
sive, nevertheless, and particularly so 
to a landlubber like me. If I were in 
that boat and knew nothing of the prin- 
ciples of sailing, that wind and choppy 
sea would terrify me. My first thought 
would be to drop the sail, take the cars, 
and pull for the shore with all my 
might, and perhaps with little chance 
at that in so stiff a wind; but this thing 
of putting up a sail that will catch a 
wind that is against you: well, that 
would be unthinkable. Yet this little 
ship blithely makes its way steadily 
across the lake in the teeth of the gale. 
Its course is not head-on; rather it is a 
zig-zag course. It sails about a half 
mile at a 45-degree angle to the left; 
then the’ sail is shifted, the boom sweeps 
across the deck, the helmsman shifts 


the rudder, the little ship makes a right-' 


angle turn and whips its way toward 
the cther side, but always drawing 
nearer to its goal. 

In today’s lesson we see Paul and 
Barnabas bucking head winds. It seems 


447 


to be God’s plan that progress in the 
spread of the Gospel shall always be 
against adverse circumstances — against 
opposition. No movement, organization, 
or institution: éver faced such frenzied 
hatred and malicious persecution as the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ has faced —and 
continues to face. Doubtless it will meet 
with bitter opposition until the Lord 
himself comes to lead his forces to the 
ultimate and inevitable victory. 

But the point for you and me, fellows, 
is this: our service to the Lord Jesus 
Christ will never be a soft one. You 
might as well be prepared for that. 
There would be no joy in our victories 
if they were not achieved over fierce 
opposition; there are conflicts inside our 
own hearts before we ever go forth to 
battle. Shall I, or shall I not attempt 
this thing for Jesus Christ? The Tempter 
whispers, “Better not; it’s too hard; it 
will require sacrifice.” When you win 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 
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this fight inside, you will go out to meet 
opposition on the outside. There will 
be shrugging of shoulders, or even open 
ridicule. There will be upsets and dis- 
appointments. It may -even look as 
though God is not doing his part, some- 
times. These are adverse winds; they 
are in the plan, for they make strong 
spiritual muscles—hardy, dauntless 
warriors. So buck your wind, old fel- 
low; your course may have to be some- 
what zig-zag, but you will steadily pro- 
ceed, and you will surely reach port. 
Avon Park, FLa. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 445) 


1. Whenever large groups are stirred by 
the Spirit of God, the forces of the Enemy 
offer opposition, “insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect” 
(Matt. 24:24). 

2. The fact that the Gentiles flocked to 
hear the Gospel, and Paul seemed to make 
no difference between them and the Chosen 
People. 

$3. On the ground of the Messianic proph- 
ecy in Isaiah 49:6 (see Acts 13:47). 


4. The Lord Jesus Christ (Isa. 42:1, 6, 7). 

5. The power of the Holy Spirit, as in 
Acts 4:31. ' 

6. When their teachers were driven from 
them, “the disciples” of Antioch in Pisidia 
were filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts 13: 
14, 52). 

7. Through “the grace of God” these men 
fulfilled their work, and when they re- 
ported their results “they rehearsed all that 
God had done with them” (Acts 14:27). 

8. Forgiveness of sins, and justification 
from all things. 

9. Law and grace. 

10. No. The lesson verses from Galatians 
all speak of individual relationship with 
Christ, —‘‘faith in Christ Jesus,” “baptized 
into Christ,” “put on Christ,’ and “if ye be 
Christ's.” 

ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


N OUR study of lesson preparation, 
we come to points 5 and 6, following 
our study for the past two weeks. 
(5) Prepare some visual aid for the les- 


son, and some handwork for the class; 


(6) First, last, and always, pray over 
the lesson, and for the class. 

No matter where the lesson is found 
in the Bible, your job is to present the 
Lord Jesus Christ and salvation so that 
the children may be saved. Unwittingly 
we miss this mark sometimes. A worker 
in weekday Child Evangelism told me 
a few weeks ago that seven little girls 
came to her at the close of a lesson 
and said: “Teacher, we all want to be 
saved, and we have wanted to for weeks, 
but you never tell us just how to do it. 
What do we have to do? There are 


some other children who want to be- 


saved, too, but they wouldn’t come and 
ask you.” The teacher gladly and care- 
fully told them, and they accepted the 
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Lord for their own Saviour. She told 
me that she thought she had explained 
the way of salvation so fully that any- 
body could find it, but these children 
had no previous knowledge of Chris- 
tian things, and so things had to be more 
fully explained. This teacher said, “God 
helping me, I'll never make that mis- 
take again.” I wish we might all make 
the same promise. 

Now what are we going to do with to- 
day’s lesson? After you have read it, 
what is the main point that you have 
found? Not that the man at Lystra was 
healed, wonderful as that was, but the 
furor that the healing raised. How pre- 
sent that to Primary age? 

Get a story from the mission field of 
how heathen people pray to many gods, 
and believe that anything good comes 
from some of their gods. These people 
were heathen in Lystra, just as they are 
in China and India today; they had 
many gods, and it was natural that when 
they saw the lame man leaping and 
walking, they thought Paul and Barna- 
bas were two of their gods. Mission- 
aries have had to face the same situation 
in modern times, 

What did Paul and Barnabas do? 
They told them they were but men as 
the men of Lystra were, but they had 
a great God, who made Heaven and 
earth and all things. Then they preached 
Christ to them. That is what the medi- 
cal missionary does ‘today. Through 
their medical skill, they cure many ills 
that were hopeless to the heathen doc- 
tors, and as they heal the bodies, they 
tell the people of one God who made 
all things, and of Jesus Christ his Son 
who loved them and died for them, and 
so the people find Christ. 

But Satan always opposes Christ. At 
Lystra, the people would have believed, 
but Jews from Antioch and other cities 
came there and turned the people 
against Paul and Barnabas, so they 
stoned Paul until they thought he was 
dead, and hauled him outside the city, 
and left him. But God raised him up, 
and the next day he went on with Bar- 
nabas. 


Just so, Satan fights the work of 
preaching the Gospel to the heathen 
new. This is a good time for the Pri- 
mary teacher to get missionary-minded, 
if she is not, and get some missionary 
stories ‘for illustration. Little children 
should always be taught missions, for 
they thrill to the wonder of God’s power 
as shown on the mission field. When 
these stories fit into a lesson as they 
do today, use them. - 


One man at Lystra believed. Paul saw 
that the lame man had faith to be 
healed. He must have believed Paul’s 
message of a Saviour. Sometimes a mis- 
sionary gets just one believer in a town, 
but God wants that one soul. Sometimes 
a lesson is taught or a sermon preached 
for one person. But it is worth while, 
for God wants that one soul. 
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Topay’s Userut IDEA 


Use some pictures of heathen gods 
that people worship. You could easily 
find pictures of Jupiter and Mercury, 
the gods that the people of Lystra wor- 
shiped. Show the children how helpless 
they are — made of wood and stone. The 
Greeks had a bit higher idea, though 
they offered sacrifices to the statues of 
Jupiter and the other gods. 

Use Luke 9:2 as a Memory Verse. “He 
sent them to preach the kingdom of 
God, and to heal the sick.” 

Mopesto, CaALir. 

we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


OMEONE has imagined that this 

conversation might have taken place 
when the Lord Jesus arrived back in 
his Heavenly Home after his life on 
earth: The angel Gabriel asked, “Does 
everyone in all the world know about 
your life on earth, your suffering for 
him, and your death?” “No,” the Master 
replied, “only a few people in one little 
country know.” “And how,” asked Ga- 
briel, “is the whole world to learn about 
you?” “I have asked my friends to tell 
the Good News to the world. I am de- 
pending on them.” 

Barnabas and Saul were two of those 
friends. How did they go about fulfill- 
ing the Lord’s command? Allow differ- 
ent children to follow the route and in- 
terpret the map you started last week. 
Continue the trail of the first missionary 
trip according to the assignments made 
last Sunday. If the children have trou- 
ble suggesting appropriate symbols to 
represent their incidents, the following 
may be used: a cross for the sermon 
(Acts 13:14-43); rays representing “light 
of the Gentiles” (vs. 44-52); a house for 
the stay and stones for the hostility at 
Iconium (14:1-7); a crutch for the lame 
man in Lystra (vs. 8-10); a wreath for 
the intended worship (vs. 11-18); a stone 
for the stoning of Paul (vs. 19, 20); a 
dotted line with arrows at intervals 
showing the route (vs. 21-28). 

Tony, the “vegetable man,” had been 
coming to Helen’s home even since she 
could remember. Sometimes Rosie, 
Tony’s little black-eyed daughter, came 
with him. Helen’s mother always made 
friends with the paper boy and others 
who calied regularly at the house. So 
she often had little chats with Tony 
while Helen showed Rosie her dolls or 
gave the little girl a swing. One day 
Helen had shown Rosie a book of Bible 
stories that contained beautiful illus- 
trations, and told her about her Sunday 
school. Rosie went to Sunday school, 
too, and had learned to love the Lord 
Jesus. She almost hugged the book 
when she saw the beautiful picture of 
Jesus and the children. One morning 
Tony’s usually smiling face was trou- 
bled. “What’s happened, Tony?” asked 
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Mother. Tony then told her how his 
little Rosie had been struck by an auto- 
mobile and was in the hospital. The 
next afternoon Mother and Helen went 
to see Rosie. Helen had picked some 
sweet peas, and chosen several of her 
best story books with gay pictures to 
take to Rosie. Mother had bought some 
oranges and chocolates. How glad longly 
little Rosie was to see them! She was 
too weak to talk much, but her black 
eyes sparkled, and she smiled and 
smiled. When Helen was leaving, she 
laid her head by Rosie’s for an instant. 
“Good-by, Sister,” said Helen softly. 
“Sister”? whispered Rosie questioningly. 
“Yes — sister,” smiled Helen. “You see, 
Rosie, God is your Heavenly Father and 
mine, too. So we’re sisters.” 

Some years after Paul and Barnabas 
had returned from their first missionary 
trip, Paul wrote a letter to the churches 
in the part of the country where their 
journey had ended. That region was 
called Galatia. What is the name of the 
letter? Find it, and locate the Golden 
Text (Gal. 3:26). Why do you suppose 
Paul wrote that verse to the people? 
Verse 28 may give you a hint. Did he 
mean the same as Helen when she said, 
“You see, Rosie,-God is your Heavenly 
Father and mine, too. So we’re sisters”? 

What are you doing to show yourself 
a real brother or sister to boys and girls 
of different races or ‘in foreign lands? 
(If your group made an effort to con- 
tact children of other races in connection 
with lesson 8, the application of this 
present lesson may be planned to re- 
enforce that contact. The children might 
plan a picnic or party whereby they 
might become better acquainted with 
their brothers and sisters of other races. 
If a missionary project is under way, 
link it to the thought of this lesson.) 

FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—Power to bear fruit for Christ. 
Activity.—Blackboard Questions: What 
is the most practical way to win indif- 
ferent people to an interest in Jesus 
Christ? What should be the connection 
between our surrender and the power of 
the Spirit in successful fruit bearing? 
Memory Verse.—‘‘He sent them to 
preach the kingdom of God, and to heal 
the sick” (Luke 9:2). 











PowER TO BEAR FRUIT 
GAUNT, wide-eyed young man, a 
former neighbor, had come to us for 
help. He lately had been involved in 
financial difficulties and as a result had 
spent several days in jail. 

‘TIT am mightily ashamed of what I 
have done,” he said with a catch in his 
voice. “I want to make a man of my- 
self.” 
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“We know you do,” we assured him. 
He does want to regain the respect and 
admiration of his friends, but before he 
can be a man whom the Lord admires, 
he must have faith in “the Man Christ 
Jesus,” and this we pray that he may do. 
“Through this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins,” Paul told his 
Antioch audience (Acts 13:38). 

Bearing fruit for Christ depends upon 
two essential factors, (1) faith in the 
“Man Christ Jesus”; (2) absolute sur- 
render of all we have and are to the 
Lord, and utter dependence upon him 
(Acts 1:8). 

‘ “THis MAN” 


Paul and Barnabas believed whole- 
heartedly in the deity and eternal reality 
of Jesus Christ, and when they spoke 
of him, they spoke with conviction 
(Rom, 1:16). 


A Fruit-Bearing Speech 
Theme: “This Man” 
Promised (Acts 13:23). 
Presented (vs. 25, 26). 
Persecuted (vs. 27, 28). 
Preserved (vs. 30, 31, 34, 37) 
Pardoning (vs. 38, 39). 


Outcome: “And as many as were or- 
dained to eternal life believed” (v. 48). 


ABSOLUTE SURRENDER 


Paul’s sermon told what the Son of 
God accomplished when he took upon 
himself a body (Heb. 10:5). Paul’s 
service showed what a child of God can 
accomplish when Christ controls the 
body (Rom. 12:12; 2 Tim. 2:21). 

When Paul beheld the crippled man 
(Acts 14:8, 9), he believed that the Lord 
would heal the man, and he acted upon 
that confidence (1 John 5:14, 15). At 
other times Paul and Barnabas spoke 
“boldly in the Lord” because they be- 
lieved that the living, conquering Sav- 
iour would use their testimony to bring 
Life to the listeners (John 6:63; Acts 
14:3). Paul and Barnabas had, as the 
Lord so often advised, cast aside the 
fear of ridicule, of pain, and of disap- 
pointment (Psa. 37:1; 2 Tim. 2:3; 1 Pet. 
5:7). The lives of these two men were 
“bound in the bundle of life with the 
Lord” (1 Sam. 25:29). Is yours? 

“You try to do everything yourself 
instead of letting the Holy Spirit work 
through you,” one frank Christian friend 
said to another. 

Why do Christians so often fail to 
bear “much fruit’? Why do they lack 
the power of the Spirit? Is it not be- 
cause they are unwilling to abandon self 
and yield to the control of the Heavenly 
One? 

Summarize: Fruit bearing depends 
upon “Christ in you” (Col. 1:27). “Ye 
must be born again,” “a new creature,” 
with a new vitality, and a new Spirit. 

“He who believes in me, from within 
him —as the Scripture has said — rivers 
of living water shall flow” (John 7:38, 
Weymouth). 
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Fruit bearing depends also upon be- 
ing “perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1:28). 
Notice Paul! “They rehearsed all that 
God had done with them” (Acts 14:27) 

Girls, “GO” is a vital command, but 
“GOD” is the vitalizing Agent (Matt. 28: 
19, 20; Gal. 2:20). 

Assignment: Will you win others to 
Christ? Review the testimony of wit- 
nesses in Acts 1 through 14, and other 
successful soul winners. Study how to 
meet the spiritual problems of your 
friends.1 Here, as in every other case, 
you “learn by doing.” Tell folk about 
Acts 15:11. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 22. IV. Leaders Who Carried the Torch, 
Heb. 11:32-40. . 





Sunday, June 15 


Ill. Paul, the Zealous 
(Acts 9:1-8; Phil. 3:8, 9) 





\Mon.—Instructor in service (Col. 3:12-17). 


Tues.—Advocate of sacrifice (Phil. 4:10- 
13). 

Wed.—Past master in suffering (2 Cor. 11: 
23-28). 

Thurs.—Example of steadfastness (Acts 
21:10-14). 


Fri.—Pattern of self-control (1 Cor. 9:26, 


27). 
Sat.—A good soldier (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 











NE short young people’s meeting 
will not permit more than the mefe 
high lights of a life as full and rich as 
that of the Apostle Paul. You may find 
it profitable, in addition to having one 
member of your group present each of 
the high lights suggested, to have a good 
reader read one of Paul’s shorter letters 
complete. Philippians, Colossians, 2 
Timothy, and Philemon all lend them- 
selves to such a reading, and will take 
only a few minutes. As an alternative 
you might have read one or two out- 
standing chapters from some of Paul’s 
other letters, such as the thirteenth or the 
fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
$e 
1. Saul, the Pharisee.—Although it is 
possible that Saul knew both names dur- 
ing his early life, he was called Saul 
until shortly after his conversion. Then 
the name of Paul came into use, and 
he then used it of himself. 
Saul of Tarsus was a Jew of the tribe 
of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5), and his name 
may have been a recognition of this fact, 





1 “Personal Work,” by R. A. Torrey, is a 
textbook on soul winning. It may be ob- 
tained from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, for $1.25. 











———aw 
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for Saul, the king of early Israel, was 
also a Benjamite. 

Saul tells us that he was a Pharisee 
of the Pharisees (Acts 23:6; 26:5; Phil. 
3:5), educated and trained in all the be- 
liefs and traditions of that sect that was 
so prominent during the days of the 
earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus. As 
were all Jewish boys, he was taught a 
trade, and at one time during his mis- 
sionary labors worked as a tentmaker 
in order to support himself (Acts 18: 
1-3). 

It seems evident that although a young 
man at the time Stephen was stoned, 
Saul was already a member of the San- 
hedrin (Acts 7:58; 8:1). 

+ 4 

2. Saul, the Persecutor.—Like most of 
the Pharisees, Saul had a bitter hatred 
for the new sect of believers that sprang 
up after the death of the Lord Jesus. 
Immediately after Stephen’s stoning we 
find Saul taking the lead in the perse- 
cution of Christians that had fied from 
Jerusalem to other towns (Acts 8:3; 22: 
4; 26:10, 11). Our topic calls Paul “zeal- 
ous” and truly he was. But his zeal 
in the beginning was mistaken, as he 
himself later discovered (Acts 26:9-11; 
1 Tim. 1:13). 

4 


3. Paul, the Proselyte.—Of all the con- 
versions recorded in the New Testament, 
Paul’s is the most spectacular and chal- 
lenging. One moment Paul was blazing 
with fury and hatred for believers, and 
the next moment the noonday skies 
were blazing with a light that outshone 
the sun and that caused Paul to fall to 
the earth (Acts 26:12-18). Paul not only 
heard the voice of the Lord Jesus but 
saw him and recognized him as the Son 
of God, and received from him instruc- 
tions for his life work as an ambassador 
to the Gentiles. Paul never forgot that 
experience. Although he went on to a 
richer, deeper knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus, he recognized that it was all be- 
cause he had first met the Lord Jesus 
on the road to Damascus, and he ex- 
presses his conviction of this in his 
words to Agrippa, “I was not disobedient 
to the heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). 

In his unusual and striking conver- 
sion Paul became a type of the Jewish 
race, which one day will look upon him 
whom they have pierced and will turn 
to him and receive him as their Mes- 
siah and King. 

Se 

4. Paul, the Preacher.—It is significant 
that as soon as the blindness that had 
fallen upon Paul on the Damascus Road 
had been removed, and he had been 
baptized, we read, “Straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogues” 
(Acts 9:20). From this time on wher- 
ever Paul went on his missionary jour- 
neys we find it said of him that he 
“preached Christ,” or he “preached the 
word,” or he “preached the gospel.” And 
his preaching was so effective that the 
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Jewish leaders who heard him speak 
could not stand before his logic and argu- 
ment. Using their own Scriptures, he 
swept aside every objection they could 
bring to his great message that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the Messiah, the Son of 
God, whom they had persecuted and put 
to death, and whom God had raised 
from the dead. It was this uncontro- 
vertible preaching that so infuriated the 
Jewish leaders everywhere against Paul. 


5. Paul, the Persistent.—Paul not only 
taught persistence and perseverance in 
the Christian life, but he demonstrated 
it. His aim was to follow after the Lord 
Jesus so persistently that he might attain 
that for which Christ had laid hold of 
him (Phil. 3:7-14). Toward this end he 
put everything else aside,— family, 
friends, personal ambition, and comforts. 
Although he might have, humanly 
speaking, retired with a sense of serv- 
ice well done, he went again and again 
to visit the little groups of believers that 


- had sprung up all over Asia Minor, 


Syria, and Greece as a result of his 
efforts. Even when arrested and im- 
prisoned, he continued his preaching of 
the Gospel, so that many in Cesar’s 
household in Reme came to know Christ 
(Phil, 4:22). 


bd 


6. Paul, the Prisoner.—Although Paul 
was imprisoned and persecuted many 
times during his missionary journeys he 
did not become bitter or complaining. 
Listen to his buoyant words of faith and 
trust in spite of all this: “We are trou- 
bled on every side, yet not distressed; 
we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, 
but not destroyed; always bearing about 
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body” (2 Cor. 4:8-10). 

His latter days were spent entirely in 
prison, or at least under the guard of a 
Roman soldier. Yet he wrote to be- 
lievers that all this had “fallen out to 
the furtherance of the gospel” (Phil. 1: 
12). When brought before rulers and 
kings, he faithfully preached Christ so 
that one of these trembled when he 
spoke (Acts 24:25). As we have seen 
before, many in Czesar’s household came 
to believe on the Lord Jesus. As some- 
one has aptly put it, Paul made a pulpit 
of his circumstances. How are you using 
the difficulties that come your way? 


se 


7. Paul, the Prize-Winner.—One of 
Paul’s last letters, recognizing that his 
end was not far off, confidently speaks 
of the prize that was to he his because 
he had “fought a good fight, .. . fin- 
ished the course, . . . kept the faith” 
(2 Tim. 4:7). But even at this exalted 
moment, Paul was careful not to set 
himself above other believers, for he 
reminded us that this same prize is not 
his only, but for all those that love the 
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appearing of the Lord Jesus (2 Tim. 
4:8). 
ye 
What are some of the inspirations you 
may draw from the life of Paul? 
What has Paul left to us, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, that will 


, instruct and help us in our Christian 


life? 

Am I willing to pay the price Paul 
paid for loving and serving the Lord 
Jesus? 

PHILADELPHIA. 











Christian Fellowship Tour 














America’s Forest Grandeur 


REAT evergreen forests, miles and 

miles of them, spreading over foot- 
hills and reaching nearly to the snow 
line on towering mountains will be 
among the impressive beauties seen on 
this year’s Christian Fellowship vaca- 
tion tour of the West and Alaska. The 
aromatic Western forests of pine and 
spruce and fir will be first seen in the 
Montana Rockies, then onward to the 
northern Pacific Coast, on the Olympic 
Peninsula, along the Alaska Coast, and 
homeward through California and Colo- 
rado. 

These magnificent forests are one of 
the many natural characteristics and 
beauties of the mountain and Pacific 
West which fascinate vacation ~“isitors, 
and all in the party will see something 
of the practical as well as tHe aesthetic 
side of American forestiy. 

Arriving in the coastal territory, the 
vacationers \actually will be in the big 
timber zone, where deep, dark forests 
tower as high as 250 feet. Mistletoe, 
huge sword ferns, and great festoons of 
moss are among the unusual vegetation 
in the forest solitudes. 

In Seattle, Tacoma, and Portland the 
vacation travelers will see lumbering as 
the major industry. It will be fas- 
cinating to note the great mills that 
line the waterfronts and see the docks 
where cargoes of lumber are lowered into 
the holds of ocean vessels bearing the 
ensigns cf foreign lands. 

This ycar’s Alaska tour will begin at 
Chicago July 9 and will end July 31 
or August 7, depending on whether one 
returns direct from Portland, Oreg., or 
continues with the party to California 
and Zion National Park. Reservation 
lists are now open and space is being 
arranged aboard trains, on shipboard, 
and in hotels. Early registration for the 
trip is advised to avoid disappointment. 
Readers and friends may register for 
the trip or may secure information by 
sending name and address to John W. 
Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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Five Bible Study Books 


Offered to You 
Without Money Cost — 


From answers to questions asked of our readers it is. estimated that — 





Only half of our Sunday school workers own a con- 
cordance. (Index of the Bible by words.) How can the 
other half find an unfamiliar verse > 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible diction- 
ary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What answers can 
the others give to many Bible questions ? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible text 
book. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This book saves 
hours of time, and gives you hundreds of references on a 
wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the Sco- 
field Reference Bible. (King James Version, with Dr. 
Scofield’s extraordinary helps and chain references.) This 
edition of the Bible will increase the efficiency of every 
teacher. Included with this is a copy of “A Year’s 
Bible Course.” 


How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books in return for 
only 8 xew twenty-four weeks subscriptions to the Times at $1.00 each. These books are on the publishers’ 
regular lists today, and their retail value is $8.25. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


Cruden’s Concordance Smith’s Bible Dictionary The Bible Text Book 
The Scofield Reference Bible A Year’s Bible Course 


This plan is very simple: We will send you a supply of sample copies of THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES. Hand these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell each of them 
what THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES can do for them, in their teaching, their Bible study, 
and the study of the Christian life, and tell them what you are working for. As soon as 
you get the eight subscriptions, send the names and addresses of these new subscribers 
with a remittance of $8.00. When we receive your list of names and addresses, with remit- 
tance, we will enter the subscriptions on our mailing list, and will send the five books to 
your address, postpaid. Please be sure to send all EIGHT SUBSCRIPTIONS in at one 
time and not in several smaller groups. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every Christian 
worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their fellow workers. 





A postal card telling us where and when to send the sample copies of THE SunpDay ScHoot TimEs to you will 
bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together with full information 
about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars about the Times, for distribution 
among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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America’s Increasing Blood 
Pressure! 


“cr SINGLE cigar raises blood pres- 

sure for over an hour. The use of 
tobacco may be regarded as one of the 
most prominent causes of increased 
blood pressure in the present genera- 
tion.” 

The foregoing are the startling words 
of one of the most eminent medical 
authorities in America, Dr. William S. 
Sadler. (“Worry and Nervousness,” 
page 154, published by A. C. McClurg 
and Co., Chicago.) The italics alone 
are ours. In the light of this statement 
consider the following: 

The Chicago Daily News reported 
some time ago (naming the Sears-Roe- 
buck Agricultural Foundation as _ its 
authority) that “more than £9,000,000,000 
manufactured cigarettes were smoked in 
the United States last year, to say noth- 
ing of the billions that were ‘rolled.’ 
This is 7,000,000,000 more than were con- 
sumed the previous year.” In thirteen 
years’ time the increase in cigarette pro- 
duction HAS BEEN 663 PER CENT as 
against ONLY 18 PER CENT increase 
in population! The habit is making 
tremendous headway among women. 

Add to the foregoing the nation’s con- 
sumption of cigars, and (remembering 
the blood-pressure effect of a -single 
cigar) conceive if possible the aggre- 
gate physical and moral effect of the 
tobacco habit throughout the nation — 
the aggregate effect in one hour, one day, 
or in a generation! 

But all this is only an infinitesimal 
part of the visible fruit of an invisible 
but utterly corrupt root (Mark 7:20-23) 
which no power in the universe can 
change except the regenerating power 
of the Gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16). 

Would that as a nation we might be 
“more perfectly instructed” from God’s 
Word! Would that we might remember 
how Amos prophesied against Israel in 
the zenith of its corrupt worldly splen- 
dor, and yet the nation failed to take 
warning, and in a brief half century 
was utterly wiped out. Is this to be 
America’s fate? Has the Church no 
care? It will be the nation’s fate, unless 
the greatest revival the world has ever 
known sweeps over the land. 

Revival is coming —this is the convic- 
tion of many of God’s most spiritual 
saints, — but he who has little burden 
of prayer for it will have little share 
in it. Ten thousand times more prayer 
is needed! “If my people . ... shall 
humble themselves, AND PRAY, and 
seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land” (2 Chron. 7:14). 
This promise has never been withdrawn 
(2 Tim. 3:16, 17); neither has God’s in- 
terceding Representative on earth been 
“taken out of the way” (2 Thess. 2:7). 

Therefore, from ocean to ocean, from 
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the rivers to the ends of the earth, from 
hovels and housetops, “cry aloud, and 
spare not”! 

If you love God, and home, and native 
land; if you love the Church; if you love 
souls; and if you believe that the Gospel 
is still “the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth” — pray 
for revival !—Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. LaSalle St., Chicago. 





3 Children at Home 


Chasing Baboons from the Garden 
By H. Virginia Blakeslee, M.D. 


ING, bing, bing, bing. With a long 

iron bolt the girls’ cook hits a piece 
of steel rail that hangs from a beam 
in the court of a girls’ school in Africa. 
It is five-thirty in the morning, and she 
is ringing the rising bell. The light is 
dim and gray. By six o’clock it will be 
broad daylight and the African world 
will awake, 

Wacuka suddenly sat up in her bed, 
in the midst of a long row of beds where 
small girls wrapped up in their blankets 
were sleeping soundly. She rubbed her 
eyes and yawned sleepily as the metallic 
notes died away on the clear morning 
air. 

“Wanjiru, Wanjiru! Wanjiku, Wan- 
jiku!” she called to two small girls 
heavy with sleep. “Do you not hear 
me? Will you not come out of your 
sleep? Did I not tell you last evening 
that it is your turn to go with me to 
guard the gardens when the baboons 
come to search for their breakfast?” 

Two little girls slowly came to life 
and stretched. Wacuka pulled her dress 
down over her head and looked for her 
jersey at the same moment. “Come 
quickly,” she urged. “The baboons will 
take possession of the gardens, and you 
know we cannot overcome them if they 
get in before we arrive.” They stretched, 
rubbed their eyes, and jumped up. 

In five minutes the three girls were 
on their way. They shivered and drew 
their thin blankets closer. Their brown 
legs were covered with goose flesh. They 
lived almost on the equator, but at an 
altitude of 7,500 feet, on a ridge of high 
hills overlooking the great Rift Valley 
which sweeps from the mouth of the 
Nile to Rhodesia in the southern part 
of the great African continent. The cold 
winds swept over the bushes and cut 
through their blankets and scant cloth- 
ing, but they marched on to outwit the 
baboons. ‘ 

As they neared the field of maize, a 
grandfather baboon was seating himself 
on a cleared elevation where he could 
cémmand a good view of his surround- 
ings. He was the scout. The large herd 
of baboons waiting just over the brow 
of the hill had sent him, and would wait 
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for his report before they prepared to 
advance to take possession of the field. 
Wacuka spied him. Picking up a small 
rock, she hurled it in his direction. 
“There, take that,” she cried. “Go and 
tell your friends that we are here. They 
shall not breakfast today on the maize 
of the Kijabe schoolgirls.” 

The old baboon dodged, but the rock 
caught him squarely above his ear. He 
rubbed his head, lifted his hand high, 
waved to Wacuka, disappeared over the 
hilltop, and down into the ravine to 
give his report. 

“Tiitheru” (“Of a truth”), said Wa- 
cuka to her companions, “this morning 
we have had good fortune. Do you 
remember the morning last week when 
we were late? The whole.herd was in 
the garden when we arrived. The 
mothers were there with their babies on 
their backs, while other little baboons 
stood around the edges of the garden. 
They broke off the ears very fast, tossed 
them out to the ones outside, who 
snatched them and disappeared into the 
bushes. The mothers followed, carrying 
piles of ears in their arms. Of a truth, 
they stole bushels of maize that morn- 
ing. They did not fear us, and refused 
to leave the garden until the Bibi sent 
the Bwana [master] to shoot them with 
his gun. The girls have worked hard 
to grow this maize. We shall have no 
food to eat next term if the baboons take 
it. We must never allow sleep to over- 
come us again.” 

Bing, bing, bing, bing. The steel rail 
was struck again. Seven o’clock. It 
was time to run to the village, wash 
faces, put on clean dresses, and stand in 
line for inspection. 

The baboons had gone elsewhere in 
search of their breakfast. They would 
return to the school garden again at 
five-thirty in the evening, hoping to find 
an ear or two each for their supper. 
But they would find guards on hand to 
salute them with rocks. 

By seven-thirty the school was in ses- 
sion. The one hundred and seventy 
girls were drilling in classes on the spa- 
cious grounds in front of the school 
buildings. How graceful were their 
movements! What a lovely picture they 
made in their dark blue and white 
striped uniforms, topped off with turkey 
red kerchiefs tied around their heads to 
form turbans! ‘ 

At nine o’clock the Bibi Munene 
(Principal) arrived for the Bible hour. 
As the sound of the strokes of the iron 
bolt on the steel rail rang out, the 
schoolgirls filed out of their classrooms 
to sit down on a near-by hillside. .They 
sang a Kikuyu hymn. The Bibi called 
for a vulunteer to lead in prayer. Wa- 
cuka arose to her feet. All heads’ were 
bowed. 

“Dear Father, open our eyes that by 
faith we may see your Village. Give us 
a great desire to go to live in your Vil- 
lage. We know that you never leave 
us, but alas, we many times wander 
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away from you. A Good Shepherd, you 
will lead us to green pastures if we will 
but follow you. Give us strength to re- 
fuse all the temptings of Satan. We of- 
fer this prayer in the name of Jesus 
our Saviour.” 


BLAKESLEE, Pa. 
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Britain’s Spiritual Struggle 
To the Editor: 


Whilst we all are standing amazed at the 
tremendous effort that Britain is exerting 
in her military and naval struggle against 
the Axis might, perhaps we are too often 
overlooking the spiritual struggle that Brit- 
ain is waging. The source of Britain’s cour- 
age and fearlessness is to be found in the 
quickened Christian life of her people. 

The enclosed letter from the rector of a 
large English parish gives us a glimpse of 
the real struggle that Britain is engaged in 
as she wrestles not merely against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities and powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in the 
high places. (The rector’s letter is given 
below.) 

Many in America today are feeling that 
our greatest need is a spiritual awakening 
that will lead the people of our land to con- 
fess their sins before the Lord and dedicate 
themselves to the victorious resistance of 
the present attempt of the Axis powers 
to dominate the world. 


Yours faithfully, 
Wimu1AaMm H. WricutTon, 
Dep’t of Philosophy, 
Univ. of Georgia, 

Athens, Ga. 


My dear Professor: 


I cannot tell you how very grateful I 
was to get your letter yesterday, part of 
which I read out at our prayer meeting 
last night. 

Ever since the war began we have had 
a daily prayer meeting in our parish church, 
which started as a parochial gathering, and 
is now a united gathering of representa- 
tives of practically all the churches in the 
town. It is a place of much comfort and 
inspiration in these dark and difficult days. 

During the past nine months we have 
been very much in the front lines of the 
battle, and the town is scarred, but not 
scared! Three of the churches have been 
bombed out of action, two uf them twice, 
but they are functioning again now. Our 
own church has been only slightly scarred. 

Many of us have come to the conclusion 
that we would not have missed the spiritual 
privileges of the past year of war. There 
is a greater sense of God’s presence in 
our midst than we ever realized before. We 
feel as we gather for prayer at our daily 
prayer meeting, or to the Sunday services, 
that we are really in touch with God. The 
power of God is very manifest in our 
midst. Worship is real instead of formal. 

There is a deeper interest in one another. 
Denomination, to a great extent, has gone 
by the board. Facing danger together, as 
we have done, and are doing, has drawn 
all those who are one in Christ nearer to 
one another... Many is the time when, we 
have been holding a service, and the sirens 
have sounded, and the guns have been go- 
ing off outside, but no one has moved 
away; we have just stayed put. In these 
moments, when the enemy has been over 
our heads and round about us, there has 
been such an inward calm and quiet; it 
it almost indescribable. In a real sense 
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we feel that God has called our nation, 
backed by our brethren in the U. S. A., 
to stand for truth and righteousness. 

The cause we are fighting is not national, 
but spiritual. The war is indeed Satanic — 
“we are not fighting against flesh and blood” 
— Hitler and Mussolini are but pawns in 
the hands of the evil one. I am convinced 
that out of this struggle we are going to 
see, if the Lord tarries, a new manifesta- 
tion of God’s presence and power. Hearts 
are being solemnized, lives are being stirred, 
and the minds of the people everywhere 
are being turned Godward and heavenward. 
I should not be at all surprised to see in 
the near future a remarkable revival; ex- 
pectancy is in the air.. God has not allowed 
us to go through this tribulation without 
some wise purpose. Things spiritual and 
eternal are becoming much more real than 
things temporal. When we see the devas- 
tation that the enemy has wrought in our 
town, we begin to realize that we must 
not put our truSt in the things of time. 

It is such a joy for us to know that our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in the States 
are being drawn so much nearer to us in 
prayer and sympathy. I cannot tell you 
how much we appreciate all that that 
means. 


We are praying that you will be par- 
takers with us in the spiritual blessings that 
God is going to give us. One of the sur- 
prising results of this war, so far as Great 
Britain is concerned, is that there does not 
seem to be any hate in our hearts. In our 
prayer meetings it is easy to pray for Ger- 
many and its peoples as it is to pray for 
our own country, that God’s will may be 
done for them as well as for us. 


< 
Have Japanese Christians 
Kept the Faith? 


(Continued from second page) 


authentic and up-to-date information on 
this important subject, the editors have 
asked a well-known missionary states- 
man, who has: labored for more than 
thirty years in Korea, to reply to the 
Colorado reader’s letter. Dr. J. Gordon 
Holdcroft, who is now in America serv- 
ing as General Secretary of the Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, speaks from an_ intimate 
knowledge of the missionary situation 
in both Japan and Korea. SuNpDAY 
Scuoo. Tres readers will recall his 
recent challenging series in THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times on the relation of Shinto 
or shrine worship to Christianity in 
Japan. Dr. Holdcroft writes: 


“It is true that Modernism does not 
produce conviction sufficient to make 
martyrs for the faith, and the Japanese 
Christian church in general is honey- 
combed with Modernism; yet a strange 
feature of the situation in Japan is that 
submission to the demands of the State, 
or refusal, does not run entirely along 
Modernist-Fundamentalist divisions. 

“Some Modernists, but not many, see 
clearly that the issue concerning Shinto 
is monotheism versus polytheism in the 
Christian church, and see, also, that this 
is a life and death struggle for the 
church. Some so-called Fundamental- 
ists, but not many, have acquiesced in 
the Government’s demands, both in re- 
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gard to obeisance and in regard to reg- 
istration, which latter aet gives full 
supremacy to the State. 

“Nevertheless, in general, it can be 
said that the Modernist background of 
the Japanese church has predisposed 
minds to accede to the Government’s de- 
mands because Modernism recognizes no 
absolute imperatives. Kagawa is an ex- 
ample of the uneasy conscience with 
which some of the better Modernists, if 
they can be called that, evade the issue. 
That Hindu Gandhi should have had to 
reprove Christian Kagawa for his lack 
of courage, as according to Time he did, 
is a humiliating thing. 

“The Methodist Bishop Abe is not only 
capable of becoming an active instru- 
ment of pagan Japan in the persecution 
of real Christians, he and all obeisance 
condoning and encouraging Christians 
have already gone far upon that road. 
Such Christians know that, because they 
do obeisance and urge it upon others, 
and also are entirely willing to register, 
the Government is emboldened to coerce 
and persecute real Christians. They 
have, therefore, already become tools in 
the hand of the Government to that ex- 
tent. Bishop Abe has gone even farther 
along that road and undoubtedly takes 
his orders from the Government, and 
does so gladly. 

“The fundamental Christians of Japan 
have not failed utterly in their loyalty 
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to Christ and his truth. Individuals 
could be named who have stood firm 
and have suffered. One mission, at least, 
discontinued rather than compromise. 
The Government in Japan did not press 
the matter of obeisance in schools as far 
or as hard as it did in the colonies. That 
fact accounts, in part, for lack of reports 
from Japan proper on the obeisance 
matter, yet practically all mission 
schools have conformed, as have also 
most of the churches. 

“Only some Presbyterian schools in 
Korea were closed. The Southern Pres- 
byterians closed all. The Australian 
Presbyterians, after some temporizing, 
closed all. The Northern Presbyterians 
closed some; yet through the influence 
of the Board of Foreign Missions and 
of a minority of missionaries in the mis- 
sion five schools were transferred to 
Korean ‘Christian’ management. The 
rest of those who had schools conformed 
them on demand. Some missions, like 
that of the Independent Board, had no 
schools, but stand with those who closed 
them. 

“Thus it is left, in the Japanese Em- 
pire,—as in time of persecution it al- 
most always has been left,—to a small 
group of faithful, consistent Christians 
to ‘count not their lives dear unto them- 
selves,’ but to maintain a witness at 
whatever cost. That witness is being 
given and has reached the very highest 
in Government circles. When it will be 
effective only God can say. 

“Perhaps the most saddening part of 
the whole situation is the fact that there 
has been found a Modernism in practice 
as well as a Modernism in belief; and, 
in some cases, there has been found a 
consistency to basic truth in practice 
where professed beliefs would lead one 
to expect conformity to the State’s de- 
mands. 

“Yet, in general, Modernism is respon- 
sible for the lack of conviction found in 
so much \of the Christian church in 
Japan today.” 

we 


Sending the Times to Others 


= TOGETHER with other members 
9 of the station staff, wish to thank 
you for the ministry of the Times to us 
as it reaches us regularly. It is difficult 
to decide which department brings us 
the most inspiration and blessing. I 
imagine you often must think that mis- 
sionaries are a somewhat ungrateful 
group of people because so few of us 
write you of the blessings your publica- 
tions bring to us. I think I speak for 
hundreds of other missionaries when I 





_say that time after time I have said to 


myself, ‘I simply must take the time to 
write THe SunpAy ScHoot Times and tell 
them how we enjoy the paper,’ but then 
it is neglected and doesn’t get done. I 
believe it is simply neglect. So now I 
want to say a big ‘Thank you’ for all 
the group of missionaries like myself. 


TY thew LAL 
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“You will rejoice to know that the 
Lord has been graciously blessing us 
with a spiritual quickening in the work. 
During my eleven years of missionary 
service, I’ve never seen the native Chris- 
tians so earnest in praying for revival 
and getting out to win the lost. We are 
praying and believing that the Lord will 
do great things for us this year. Our 
hearts are thrilled to read of Mr. Charles 
Fuller’s remarkable work and other sim- 
ilar movements in the homeland. May 
God be pleased to send a nationwide re- 
vival to America soon !” 

This encouraging letter was written 
by Mr. George Wenppler, Africa Inland 
Mission, Mbooni, P. O. Machakos, Kenya, 
East Africa, and was much appreciated 
by the Truss staff. A fund is maintained 
for the purpose of sending the paper to 
those whe would not otherwise be able 
to subscribe for it. The letter gives 
some idea of what it means to those 
who receive it in this way. Through 
this fund it is possible to send the Tuwes 
to pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 


other Christian workers in the home-., 


land, and missionaries on the foreign 
field. Those who would like to have an 
opportunity to extend the ministry of 
the Times in this way, and to bring com- 
fort and encouragement to hard-pressed 
Christian workers in difficult places, may 
send contributions to the Gift Subscrip- 
tion Fund, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia. 





[ With the New Books 


The War of the Ages and Other Essays. 
By Dan Gilbert. (Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., paper, 
35 cents.) The war of which the author 
writes and the essay which gives this 
book its title is not the conflict between 
the Lord Jesus Christ and Satan 
throughout the various dispensations. 
Instead, Dr. Gilbert presents the very 
interesting thesis that dictatorships 
thrive on class consciousness. He shows 
how both Communism and Nazism have 
as part of their technique the dividing 
of people into groups, and the pitting 
of these groups one against another. 
This same form of attack, he argues, is 
being used in our own land, where for- 
eign and domestic enemies of America 
are responsible for “the conflict being 
stimulated between the older and 
younger generations.” The author shows 
clearly the evidence of an insidious at- 
tempt to undermine our government by 
setting the youth of our country against 
their parents, and others of the older 
generation. 


In the other essays, which are equally 
thought-provoking, Dr. Gilbert points 





- gut other dangers that threaten our coun- 


try, such as the radicalism so prevalent 
in our educational system, and danger- 
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ous elements in the labor movement. 
He pleads for an attitude toward Amer- 
ica’s problems which he himself desig- 
nates as “Creative Conservatism,” and 
demonstrates the fact that, if our democ- 
racy is to be preserved, subversive ele- 
ments in our social system must be ban- 
ished. 


Grace and Truth. By J. F. Strombeck. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Here is a most 
unusual and convincing presentation of 
a great Bible theme that is all too little 
understcod by the majority of Chris- 
tians. The great Dutch commentator 
and archeologist, Dr. Noordtzy, has ad- 
mirably sketched, in his “The Old Tes- 
tament Problem” (now appearing in 
English in Bibliotheca Sacra), the his- 
tory of the confusion of the Old and 
New Testaments, which he aptly terms 
an “exegetic derailment.” It is because 
of this failure to distinguish between the 
Old and New Covenants that the Church 
of Rome has drifted into many of its 
most glaring errors. And the Protes- 
tant Reformation, unfortunately, never 
fully recovered the distinction between 
law and grace, so that legalism abounds 
in all our Protestant churches today. 

Dr. Scofield did valiant service in pub- 
lishing “Rightly Dividing the Word of 
Truth,” which deals succinctly with this, 
as well as with other vital and much- 
neglected distinctions in Scripture truth. 
And now comes this Christian business- 
man with a book which, equally with 
Dr. Scofield’s invaluable little work, 
ought to be read and reread by every 
Christian who really desires properly to 
understand the Bible. Mr. Strombeck 
has given us the simplest kind of study 
running through practically the entire 
Gospel of John, and has brought out in 
a most telling and inescapable manner a 
fact which probably few others have 
ever discovered, — that in every chapter 
of this wonderful Gospel the striking 
contrast between law and grace, between 
faith and works, is emphasized. He has 
not gone to the eminently doctrinal 
Epistles, Romans or Galatians, —to 
which one usually appeals to teach this 
essential distinction, but has found it 
on every page of John’s Gospel, thanks 
to the evident teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. Many Christians may find this 
teaching evolutionary, at first blush, but 
let them study it prayerfully, and they 
will surely be convinced that Mr. Strom- 
beck has not invented anything, but has 
given a simple exposition of the Word 
of God. 


The Art of Prayer. By William Bruce 
Walker. (American Tract Society, 21 W. 
46th St., New York, $1.50.) “We are 
living in very troublesome times. These 
are days that try men’s souls — days 
of testing and doubt.” To help meet 
such a situation the American Tract So- 
ciety has conducted two prize book con- 
tests. Out of 116 excellent manuscripts 
submitted. in the 1940 contest they pub- 
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lished thirteen. This is the only one on 
Prayer they saw fit to use. 

The author, who is a pastor of the 
Church of the Nazarene, has held pulpits 
in many parts of our country. He shows 
great knowledge of God’s Word. Those 
who see the need for more preaching 
on prayer will find here rich information 
put in such a manner as to meet the 
practical problems of Christians. 

Some of the questions discussed are 
Victory in Prayer, Problems of Unan- 
swered Prayer, Hindrances to Successful 
Prayer, Varieties of Prayer, Saved from 
Worry. The prayer life of such Bible 
characters as Jacob, Joseph, David, Eli- 
jah, Daniel, and Paul is examined. The 
‘concluding chapter, “How Did Jesus 
Pray,” is very helpful. 


The Continual Burnt Offering. By H. 
A. Ironside. (Loizeaux Brothers, 19 West 
2lst St., New York, $1.) The subtitle, 
“Daily Meditations on the Word of God,” 
reveals the content of this little red 
book, the very appearance of which sug- 
gests loving day-by-day attendance upon 
the Quiet Hour. There are 365 pages, 
each containing a Scripture portion, a 
brief, earnest comment, and a few lines 
from an old poem or Gospel hymn. 
The texts chosen deal with the never 
outmoded themes of God, sin, and salva- 
tion; the Bible, prayer, faith, and testi- 
mony; the Lord’s near return, and mis- 
sionary vision. Although a true medium 
of worship, the book is not intended to 
replace the reading of God’s Word, but 
rather, in supplementing that reading, to 
move the heart toward a deeper and 
more conscious devotion. Here again, 
as in his other books, one finds the rug- 
ged simplicity and vital directness of 
this doughty soldier of the cross. And 
since it was just fifty years ago last 
February that Dr. Ironside enlisted in 
the Lord’s army, the publication is des- 
ignated as a Jubilee edition. 


God Save the Home! By W. E. 
Schuette. (Lutheran Book Concern, 55- 
59 East Main St., Columbus, Ohio, 60 
cents.) How much should husband and 
wife love each other? How can cir- 
cumstances unfavorable to family wor- 
ship be overcome? What is the best 
form of punishment for children? Should 
a child’s sex instruction be given in the 
home, school, or church? How does it 
happen that dire misfortunes fall upon 
Christian homes? 

Glancing thus at a few of the ninety- 
odd review questions which form the 
close of Mr. Schuette’s fine treatise, one 
gets considerable knowledge of the con- 
tent of the text. This is divided into 
eleven brief chapters, a number of which 
offer their solid truths in narrative form 
and hence are of interest to everyone, 
even to the reader who is a home- 
builder as yet only in his dreams. The 
letter from Madge to her mother on her 
tenth wedding anniversary will be worth 
its weight in platinum to any young 
couple whose ship finds rough sailing 
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on the matrimonial sea. And since peo- 
ple of varied years make up the home, 
and better Christian homes are the 
world’s greatest social need, no one of 
any age can read the challenging ex- 
hortations of this veteran author with- 
out genuine profit. 


The Life of Christ. By Addie Marie 
French. (Christian Publications, Inc., 
Third and Reily Sts., Harrisburg, Pa, in 
two volumes, $1 each.) The popular 
visual teaching method has been effec- 
tively applied to the International Sun- 
day School Lessons in other books. For 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools, weekday 
Bible clubs, Child Evangelism classes, 
and other work with children, this spe- 
cial course on the Life of Christ has 
been prepared, Each study has a les- 
son contact, then the story, followed by 
an application, all with the purpose of 
making the child acquainted with the 
Bible as God’s Word and winning him 
for the Lord as a saved soul. The book 
includes full instructions telling how 
a visual teaching board may be made 
and used, and there are more than fifty 
figures on heavy white paper which can 
be colored, cut out, and mounted on 
flannel. While intended for use with 
these ten illustrated lessons on the four 
Gospels, the figures can be kept and 
used over and over again. 


Why Study Prophecy? By Harold L. 
Lundquist. (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago, 25 cents.) Why ask 
the question of the title? Because, as 
Mr. Lundquist states, all men are not 
Christians; all Christians are not Bible 
students, and because so many Christians 
are over-zealous to propagate mere the- 
ories and thus confuse instead of help. 
But the study lies along the path of pit- 
falls, some of which are listed as hobby- 
riding, a feeling of superiority, date- 
setting, and most dangerous of all, the 
substitution of prophetic teaching for the 
preaching of thé Gospel and the win- 
ning of sinners to Christ. 

The reader is also invited to consider 
the blessings that most certainly follow 
the consideration of this doctrine. | It 
permits the only right perspective to 
history, it gives balance to Bible study, 
it deepens faith in the Word of God, it 
makes teaching and preaching convinc- 
ing, it stirs up enthusiasm and zeal, it 
brings true comfort to the soul in these 
days when such is sorely needed, it 
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stimulates prayer, and it develops Chris- 
tian character. 

Mr. Lundquist, who is Dean of the 
Moody Bible Institute, has performed a 
real service in issuing a brochure that 
is exactly the right thing to put into 
the hands of post- or anti-millennialist 
friends, 

b 


Scriptures for the Army and Navy 


‘HE Gideons, the Christian Commer- 

cial Men’s Association of America, 
well known for their great work in dis- 
tributing Bibles through hotel rooms, 
have been requested by the War and 
Navy Departments, according to Miss 
Nellie F. Dewar, secretary, to supply 
immediately 1,300,000 copies of the New 
Testament and Psalms, and a million 
more each year for the next four years, 
— over five million in all. 

The Gideons, of which R. G. LeTour- 
neau is president, are bearing the entire 
cost of supplying these Scripture por- 
tions. Assured of the warm support of 
their own membership and confident of 
the encouragement and assistance of 
Christian men and women throughout 
the land, the Gideons have not hesitated 
to grasp this unparalleled opportunity 
for the spread of the Gospel, and to 
assume its attendant financial responsi- 
bility. 

“We firmly believe many new friends 
and supporters will be attracted to the 
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Gideons by our courage and resolution 
in undertaking to put these vital Scrip- 
tures in the hands of five million young 
men,” said Miss Dewar. “Surely many, 
many will be led as a result of this dis- 
tribution to surrender their lives to God 
and accept Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Saviour,” she continued. 

Beside the New Testament and Psalms, 
the books will include sixteen pages of 
songs, hymns, and spiritual helps. The 
books will be printed on high grade 
Bible paper, and bound securely as they 
must be for use in the service. They 
will cost only 25 cents each, except the 
chaplains’ copies which will cost more. 

Chief Chaplain Arnold of the Army 
is cordially co-operating with this work. 
Emphasizing the importance of religious 
influences among the armed forces of 
the country he recently said: “There is 
an alarming increase in the number of 
young men who have no knowledge of 
God and his eternal law, and of the sure 
means provided by God for their spir- 
itual growth and security.” This distri- 
bution of the Scriptures will bring God’s 
Word to every member of our Army 
and Navy. 

The request of the War and Navy De- 
partments to the Gideons does not mean 
that the Gideons are the only organiza- 
tion which will be supplying Scripture 
portions to the Army and Navy. Other 
organizations will also be furnishing 
Bibles and New Testaments and other 
portions of Scripture. Those who would 
like to have a share in supplying the 
quota of the Gideons, that is, over 5,000,- 
000 copies of the New Testament and 
Psalms, may send their gift to The 
Gideons, 202 State St., Chicago, Ill. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 9 to 15 


Mon.—Acts 18:26-33. Preaching to the Jews. 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Children of the 
stock of Abraham.” Learn to preach 
the Gospel to Jews from the sample ser- 
mons found in the Book of Acts, and 
from the Book of Hébrews and the Epis- 
tles of Peter. The Gospel featuring sal- 
vation through the blood-shedding of 
Christ, our only ransom from sin, is a 
stumbling block to the Jews, and fool- 
ishness to Greeks; but it is the power 
of God unto the salvation of every one 
that believeth. Pray for China where 
there is only one missionary to every 
470,000 of the population. 


Tues.—Acts 13:44-52. Preaching to the Gentiles. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I have set thee 
to be a light of the Gentiles, .. . for 
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salvation unto the ends of the earth.” 
The power of the Gospel to save sinners 
of all nationalities never has been given 
a really fair chance. Multitudes today 
would know its sweetness and power if 
congregations were as diligent as the 
early Christians in preaching the Gospel 
to every creature. Thomas Chalmers 
said: “Not until I took the Scriptural 
way of preaching the method of recon- 
ciliation, offering forgiveness 


through the blood of Christ, were my ° 


people turned . . . to the concerns of 

eternity.” Pray for the noble Christians 

in Rumania. 

Wed.—Galatians 3:23-29. Justified - by Our Faith. 
PraYeER Succestions: “Children of God 

by faith in Christ Jesus.” These words, 


“justified by faith,” were used to con- © 


vert Martin Luther and to bring about 
the great Reformation. Faith is God’s 
method of salvation for men, There is 
no self-salvation. For infinite salvation, 
finite man must look to the infinite God. 
Salvation becomes ours only through ac- 
cepting the Calvary sacrifice of the Son 
of God. Pray for pastors and people 
whose churches have been wrecked by 
bombs. 


Thurs.—Romans 3:21-30. 
Justified by God’s Grace. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Justified freely 
by his grace.” The undeserved love of 
God shown in the redeeming death of 
Christ is the only reason we are saved. 
God’s generous gift of eternal life is by 
grace. It becomes ours by believing on 
Jesus. Pray for revival among African 
Christians where there is only one mis- 
sionary to 80,000 people. 

Fri.—Acts 14:21-28. Strengthening the Believers. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They com- 
mended them to the Lord, on whom they 
believed.” Paul revisited those who had 
accepted Christ under his ministry. 
“Confirming the souls of the disciples” 
is an important ministry. Paul was a 
good minister of Jesus Christ, and is the 
pattern for all preachers. Pray for all 
rulers. 

Sat.—Isaiah 12:1-6. God’s Doings. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Declare his do- 
ings among the people.” God’s deeds are 
wonderful. Creation is glorious, but 
salvation is his wonder of wonders. Our 
Lord is rightly called “Wonderful” 
(Heb., “The Wonder”). The Lord of 
hosts is wonderful in counsel and might. 
Pray for Christians in Belgium suffering 
from food shortage. 

Sun.—Revelation 21:1-5. A New Earth. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I saw... a new 
earth.” God has planned a new earth 
for his people. Evil will be absent and 
only good present for all eternity. Tears 
wiped away, death unknown, sorrow 
and pain impossible, it will be a happy 
land. What,are you doing about your 
privilege of being forever with Christ 
in this Heavenly Home? Pray against 
the people who delight in war. 


(Lesson for June 15) May 31, 1941 


The Sunday School Gines 


Editors: H. Cray Trumsvutt, 1875-1903 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 
Pure E. Howarp, Jr., 1941- 





President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 


Business Manager 
D. T. RicHMAN 


Vice-President and Advertising Manager 
H. TrRuMBULL HOWARD 


Associate Editor 
JOHN W. LANE, JR. 


Correspondence and Review Editor 
Laura Z, LEFEVRE 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay Scnoo, Times sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 
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